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PREFACE 


THIS  little  work  supplies  four  hundred  gems  for 
memorizing,  selected  from  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  authors,  and  which  embrace  a  wide  range  of 
thought  and  sentiment.  There  are  two  selections  with 
but  a  common  thought  for  each  day  of  the  forty  weeks 
of  school:  one  of  these  (a)  being  for  primary  grades, 
the  other  (&)  for  intermediate  and  grammar  classes.  In 
addition,  suggestions  for  brief  lessons  on  ethics  have  been 
prefixed  to  each  set  of  quotations. 

In  choosing  the  selections  the  endeavor  has  been  to 
include  only  the  best  quotable  sayings  for  these  grades 
to  be  found  in  all  literature  and  which  have  a  distinct 
ethical  value.  Nature  receives  due  attention  the  first 
day  of  each  month.  Likewise  patriotism  and  special  days 
are  taught  according  to  the  calendar. 

Selections  for  memorizing  are  used  in  almost  every 
school,  yet  no  collection  has  appeared  to  the  present  which 
supplies  both  primary  and  advanced  quotations  suitable 
in  length  for  committing  to  memory  each  day.  These 
short  passages  from  the  great  writers  are  worth  ten 
minutes  a  day  of  any  child’s  time.  They  represent,  in 
part  at  least,  the  culture  side  of  education.  Plenty  of 
facts  and  information  are  given  the  pupil.  He  needs 
something  also  to  awaken  his  higher  self:  to  refine  his 
manners,  exalt  his  feelings,  and  stimulate  his  moral  ener¬ 
gies.  Education  is  important,  but  character  is  doubly 
so.  Fortunately  it  is  possible  to  possess  both. 

The  suggestions  for  lessons  in  ethics  have  been  added 
because  it  is  the  author’s  belief  that,  as  all  else,  memory 
gems  should  be  taught  with  a  purpose.  It  is  not  simply 
the  words  that  are  to  be  stored  away  in  the  mind — it 
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is  the  thought  that  is  to  be  planted  there.  The  passages 
to  be  memorized  should  be  explained  and  their  meaning 
made  felt. 

In  giving  out  a  selection,  show  the  pupil  how  to  study 
it.  Either  place  the  quotation  on  the  blackboard  where 
all  the  class  may  see  it,  or  have  it  copied  down  from  dic¬ 
tation.  With  younger  children  especially  it  is  well  for 
the  teacher  first  to  repeat  the  exercise,  thus  by  example 
inculcating  the  proper  tones  and  inflections.  If  neces¬ 
sary  explain  the  thought  contained.  Pupils  should  be 
taught  to  memorize  by  sentences,  paragraphs,  or  groups 
of  words  expressing  a  thought,  rather  than  by  words. 
The  selections  when  memorized  should  be  delivered  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  indicate  an  appreciation  of  the  thoughts 
contained  therein. 

Three  very  complete  indexes — by  authors,  by  senti¬ 
ment,  and  by  first  lines — will  be  found  at  the  back  of  the 
book.  These  permit  of  an  instant  turning  to  any  favorite 
gem  or  author,  and  provide  a  ready  reference  to  new 
gems  on  almost  any  subject. 
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1 

Nature  is  a  skillful  teacher  and  one  of  the  child’s  very  first. 

September  days  are  here 

With  summer’s  best  of  weather 
And  autumn ’s  best  of  cheer. 

O  golden  month !  How  high  thy  gold  is  heaped ! 

Helen  Hunt  Jackson 

A  haze  on  the  far  horizon, 

The  infinite  tender  sky, 

The  ripe,  rich  tufts  of  the  cornfields 
And  the  wild  geese  circling  high, 

And  all  over  upland  and  lowland 
The  charm  of  the  goldenrod — 

Some  of  us  call  it  autumn, 

And  others  call  it — God. 

William  II.  Car  ruth 


2 

Teach  the  meaning  of  Labor  Day. 

Work  for  some  good,  be  it  ever  so  slowly ; 
Cherish  some  flower,  be  it  ever  so  lowly ; 
Labor,  all  labor  is  noble  and  holy. 

Frances  S.  Osgood 


5 


6 


BEST  MEMORY  GEMS 


b  Let  Labor,  then,  look  up  and  see 

His  craft  no  pith  of  honor  lacks ; 

The  soldier’s  rifle  yet  shall  be 
Less  honored  than  the  woodman’s  axe. 

3 

A  clear  conscience  makes  a  peaceful  night. 

a  Be  you  to  others  kind  and  true, 

As  you’d  have  others  be  to  you. 

The  New  England  Primer 

b  And  the  night  shall  be  filled  with  music, 

And  the  cares  that  infest  the  day 
Shall  fold  their  tents  like  the  Arabs, 

And  as  silently  steal  away. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 

4 

To  see,  enjoy,  and  love  nature,  you  must  learn  to  dwell  with  the 
poet  and  artist  as  well  as  the  scientist. 

a  The  sunflowers  hung  their  banners  out  in  the  sweet 
September  weather; 

A  stately  company  they  stood  by  the  garden  fence 
together, 

And  looked  out  on  the  shining  sea  that  bright  and 
brighter  grew, 

And  slowly  bowed  their  golden  heads  to  every 
wind  that  blew. 

Celia  Thaxter 

b  I  love  to  wander  through  the  woodlands  hoary 
In  the  soft  light  of  an  autumnal  day, 

When  summer  gathers  up  her  robes  of  glory, 

And  like  a  dream  of  beauty  glides  away. 

Sarah  Helen  Whitman 
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a 


b 


5 

To  teach  cheerfulness — be  cheerful. 

The  world  is  so  full  of  a  number  of  things, 
I’m  sure  we  should  all  be  as  happy  as  kings. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

I  find  earth  not  gray,  but  rosy, 
Heaven  not  grim,  but  fair  of  hue. 

Do  I  stoop  ?  I  pluck  a  posy. 

Do  I  stand  and  stare?  All’s  blue. 

Robert  Browning 


6 

Learn  to  look  on  the  bright  side  of  life.  Work  melts  away  before 
a  smiling  countenance. 

a  Suppose  your  task,  my  little  man, 

Is  very  hard  to  get, 

Will  it  make  it  any  easier 
•  For  you  to  sit  and  fret  ? 

And  wouldn ’t  it  be  wiser, 

Than  waiting  like  a  dunce, 

To  go  to  work  in  earnest, 

And  learn  the  thing  at  once? 

Alice  Cary 

b  ’Twixt  optimist  and  pessimist  the  difference  is  droll ; 
The  optimist  sees  the  doughnut,  the  pessimist  the  hole. 


7 

Too  great  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  early  forming  of  good  habits. 

a  Early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise 

Makes  a  man  healthy,  wealthy  and  wise. 
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b  Let  us,  then,  be  up  and  doing, 

With  a  heart  for  any  fate ; 

Still  achieving,  still  pursuing, 

Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 

8 

Character  is  a  matter  of  growth  and  it  is  made  up  of  layers  of 
little  things. 

a  In  books,  or  work,  or  healthful  play, 

Let  my  first'  years  be  passed, 

That  I  may  give  for  every  day 
Some  good  account  at  last. 

Isaac  Watts 

b  We  become  like  that  which  we  constantly  admire. 

9 

“Luck”  is  a  superstitious  being  which  should  be  banished  from 
the  thoughts  of  the  young. 

a  Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way. 

b  What  we  call  Luck 

Is  simply  Pluck, 

And  doing  things  over  and  over ; 

Courage  and  will, 

Perseverance  and  skill — 

Are  the  four  leaves  of  Luck’s  clover. 

10 

Love  of  country  may  be  taught  in  various  ways. 

a  My  country !  ’tis  of  thee, 

Sweet'  land  of  liberty, 

Of  thee  I  sing ; 
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.  Land  where  my  fathers  died, 

Land  of  the  pilgrims  ’  pride, 

From  every  mountain  side 
Let  Freedom  ring. 

Samuel  F.  Smith 

b  Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land ! 

Whose  heart  hath  ne’er  within  him  burn’d, 
As  home  his  footsteps  he  hath  turn’d, 

From  wandering  on  a  foreign  strand? 

Sir  Walter  Scott 

11 

Thrift  is  a  virtue,  but  to  be  a  miser  is  to  be  cursed. 

a  A  penny  saved  is  a  penny  earned. 

And  word  by  word  is  each  lesson  learned. 

b  Money  is  a  good  servant,  but  a  bad  master. 

French  maxim 


12 

Lies  may  seem  trifles,  but  they  lead  to  the  downfall  of  character. 

a  A  liar  is  not  believed  even  when  he  speaks  the  truth. 

b  This  above  all — to  thine  own  self  be  true, 

And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day, 

Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man. 

William  Shakespeare 
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Perseverance  in  little  things  makes  great  things  easy  of 
accomplishment. 

Here’s  a  lesson  all  should  heed: 

Try,  try,  try  again  ! 


a 
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If  at  first  yon  don’t  succeed, 

Try,  try,  try  again ! 

b  "Write  on  your  hearts  that  every  day  is  the  best 
day  in  the  year.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 


14 

Children  should  be  taught  early  the  value  of  time. 
a  A  stitch  in  time  saves  nine. 

b  How  much  wiser  to  take  action  at  once  than  to 
trust  to  uncertain  time !  Charles  Dickens 

15 

Children,  especially  young  children,  delight  in  helping.  This  love 
of  helpfulness  should  be  given  free  expression. 

a  I’ll  help  you  and  you  help  me, 

And  then  what  a  helping  world  there’ll  be. 

Lucy  Wlieelock 

b  We  shall  do  so  much  in  the  years  to  come, 

But  what  have  we  done  to-day? 

We  shall  give  our  gold  in  a  princely  sum. 

But  what  did  we  give  to-day? 

We  shall  lift  the  heart  and  dry  the  tear, 

We  shall  plant  a  hope  in  the  place,  of  fear, 

We  shall  speak  the  words  of  love  and  cheer, 

But  what  did  we  speak  to-day? 

Nixon  Waterman 


16 

Why  do  you  go  to  school?  Why  should  you  learn  while  you  are 

young? 

a  An  old  dog  will  learn  no  new  tricks. 
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b  Time  was,  is  past,  thou  canst  not  it  recall, 
Time  is,  thou  hast ;  employ  the  portion  small, 
Time  future,  is  not,  and  may  never  be; 

Time  present ,  is  the  only  time  for  thee. 


17 


How  can  we  make  friends?  How  lose  them?  Why  should  we 
select  friends  of  whom  we  can  feel  proud? 


a  By  friendly  deeds  is  friendship  won. 

If  you  want  a  friend  you  must  first  be  one. 


b  Of  what  shall  a  man  be  proud  if  he  is  not  proud 
of -his  friends?  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

18 

Think  not  always  of  yourself!  Be  happy  in  your  service  to  others. 

a  It  is  very  nice  to  think 

The  world  is  full  of  meat  and  drink, 

With  little  children  saying  grace 
In  every  Christian  kind  of  place. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


b  I  am  only  one, 

But  still  I  am  one. 

I  cannot  do  everything, 

But  still  I  can  do  something; 

And  because  I  cannot  do  everything, 

I-  will  not  refuse  to  do  the  something 
I  can  do. 

Edward  Everett  Hale 
19 

A  boy  or  girl  is  judged  by  the  company  he  or  she  keeps.  Therefore 
be  careful  of  your  company. 

a  A  man  is  known  by  the  company  he  keeps. 
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b  Good  name  in  man  or  woman 

Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  souls. 

Who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash; 

’Tis  something ;  ’  tis  nothing ;  ’twas  mine, 

Tis  his,  and  has  been  slave  to  thousands ; 
But  he  that  filches  me  of  my  good  name 
Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him 
And  leaves  me  poor  indeed. 

William  Shakespeare 

20 

Learn  to  do  your  best  and  be  cheerful  through  it. 

a  Poor  little  dandelion, 

Now  all  gone  to  seed, 

Scattered  roughly  by  the  wind 
Like  a  common  weed. 

Thou  hast  lived  thy  little  life 
Smiling  every  day; 

Who  could  do  a  better  thing 
In  a  better  way? 

b  He  that  is  good  at  making  excuses  is  seldom  good 
at  anything  else.  Benjamin  Franklin 
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Teach  the  child  to  love  nature  and  its  Author. 
a  Sing  a  song  of  seasons, 

Something  bright  in  all, 

Flowers  in  the  summer, 

Fires  in  the  fall. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

b  0  sun  and  skies  and  clouds  of  June, 

And  flowers  of  June  together, 

Ye  cannot  rival  for  one  hour 
October’s  bright  blue  weather. 

Helen  Hunt  Jackson 


22 

A  lack  of  punctuality  is  a  lack  of  manners.  Besides  time  is 
precious  to  be  needlessly  wasted. 

a  Better  be  an  hour  too  early  than  a  minute  too  late. 

b  There  are  no  fragments  so  precious  as  those  of 
time,  and  none  so  heedlessly  lost  by  people  who 
cannot  make  a  moment,  and  yet  can  waste  years. 

James  Montgomery 


23 

We  learn  to  do  by  doing;  we  learn  to  serve  by  serving. 
a  “I’ll  try”  is  a  soldier,  “I  will”  is  a  king; 

Be  sure  they  are  near  when  the  school  bells  ring. 

b  To  look  up  and  not  down, 

To  look  forward  and  not  back, 

To  look  out  and  not  in,  and 
To  lend  a  hand. 

Edward  Everett  Hale 
13 
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24 

The  path  of  duty  is  the  way  to  glory.  To  whom  do  we  owe  duties? 

a  Do  thy  duty,  that  is  best, 

Leave  unto  the  Lord  the  rest. 

b  Count  that  day  lost  whose  low-descending  sun 
Views  from  thy  hand  no  worthy  action  done. 

25 

Children  believe  in  work,  and  it  should  be  the  teacher’s  aim  to  direct 
their  “wild”  power. 

a  We  should  never  trouble  others  to  do  for  us  what 
we  can  do  for  ourselves. 

b  If  you  are  idle,  you  are  on  the  road  to  ruin,  and 
there  are  few  stopping  places  upon  it. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher 


26 

Sitting  and  wishing  has  never  accomplished  anything. 

a  Whene’er  a  task  is  set  for  you, 

Don’t  idly  sit  and  view  it, — 

Nor  be  content  to  wish  it  done; 

Begin  at  once  and  do  it. 

b  Everybody  likes  and  respects  self-made  men.  It 
is  a  great  deal  better  to  be  made  that  way 
than  not  to  be  made  at'  all. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

27 

Be  known  by  the  good  that  you  do. 
a  We  should  try  to  do  some  good  every  day. 
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b  The  Lord  is  good  to  all :  and  His  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  His  works.  Psalms  145 :  9 

28 

It  is  a  part  of  education  to  learn  to  be  polite  and  grateful. 

a  Hearts  like  doors  will  ope  with  ease 

To  very,  very  little  keys; 

And  don’t  forget  that  two  are  these: 

“I  thank  you,  sir,”  and  “If  you  please.” 

b  Freeze,  freeze,  thou  bitter  sky, 

Thou  dost  not  bite  so  nigh 
As  benefits  forgot; 

Though  thou  the  waters  warp, 

Thy  sting  is  not  so  sharp 

As  friend  remember’d  not. 

.  William  Shakespeare 

29 

Do  you  choose  your  companions  or  “pick  them  up”?  Why  should 
we  be  careful  of  companions? 

a  Better  be  alone  than  in  bad  company. 

b  A  good  name  is  to  be  chosen  rather  than  great 
riches;  and  loving  favor  rather  than  silver  and 
gold.  Proverbs  22: 1 


30 


Radiate  cheerfulness  so  that  those  about  you  may  grow  sunny  and 
cheerful. 


a  “Cheer  up!  Cheer  up!”  Robin  sings; 

‘  ‘  Cheer  up !  Cheer  up !  ”  all  day  long ; 
Shine  or  shower,  all  the  same, 

“Cheer  up !  Cheer  up !”  is  his  song. 

Sarah  E.  Sprague 
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b  Laugh  and  the  world  laughs  with  you, 

Weep,  and  you  weep  alone; 

For  this  brave  old  earth  must  borrow  its  mirth, 

But  has  trouble  enough  of  its  own. 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox 

31 

What  an  abundance  of  things  we  have  to  be  thankful  for!  Name 
some  of  them. 

a  For  mother  love  and  father  care, 

For  brothers  strong  and  sisters  fair, 

For  love  at  school  and  home  each  day, 

For  guidance  lest  we  go  astray, 

Our  Father,  we  thank  Thee. 

b  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good ;  for 
His  mercy  endureth  forever.  Psalms  107 :  1 

32 

Happiness  is  a  condition  of  the  mind. 

a  Happy  as  a  robin, 

Gentle  as  a  dove, 

That’s  the  sort  of  little  child, 

Every  one  will  love. 

b  Oh !  let  us  live,  so  that  flower  by  flower, 

Shutting  in  turn  may  leave 
A  lingerer  still  for  the  sunset  hour, 

A  charm  for  the  shaded  eve. 

Mrs.  Felicia  D.  Piemans 
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Teach  manners.  A  lack  of  early  training  in  good  manners  will 
show  itself  as  long  as  life  lasts. 

a  To  be  polite  is  to  do  and  say 

The  kindest  things  in  the  kindest  way. 
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b  0  many  a  shaft,  at  random  sent, 

Finds  mark  the  archer  little  meant! 

And  many  a  word,  at  random  spoken, 

May  soothe  or  wound  a  heart  that’s  broken! 

Sir  Walter  Scott 


34 

Poor  or  indifferent  work  should  never  be  accepted  from  children. 

a  Do  your  best,  your  very  best, 

And  do  it  every  day. 

Little  boys  and  little  girls, 

That  is  the  wisest  way. 

Phoebe  Cary 

b  Our  greatest  glory  consists  not  in  never  falling, 
but  in  rising  every  time  we  fall. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 


35 

Obey  the  voice  of  conscience,  do  right,  and  you  need  not  be  a  “bad 

penny.” 

a  A  bad  penny  always  comes  back. 

b  No  question  is  ever  settled 

Until  it  is  settled  right. 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox 

36 

Children  are  close  observers  and  imitators— therefore  supply  them 
through  your  own  actions  something  worthy  of  emulation. 

a  While  you  are  growing 

Learn  all  that  you  can, 

Or  you  will  be  sorry 
When  you  are  a  man. 
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b  Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  0  my  soul, 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll! 

Leave  thy  low-vaulted  past ! 

Let  each  new  temple,  nobler  than  the  last', 

Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast, 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 

Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life ’s  unresting  sea ! 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
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Be  just,  be  fair,  be  kind  and  considerate  to  those  younger  than  you 
are,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  older. 

a  To  do  to  all  men  as  I  would 

That  they  should  do  to  me, 

Will  make  me  kind,  and  just,  and  good, 

And  so  I’ll  try  to  be. 


b  Strew  gladness  on  the  paths  of  men — 

You  will  not  pass  this  way  again. 

Sam  Walter  Foss 
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Your  face  will  tell  how  you  feel  within.  Therefore  act  according  to 
the  way  you  wish  to  appear. 

a  Who’s  the  darling  little  girl 

Everybody  loves  to  know? 

She  it  is  whose  acts  and  thoughts 
All  are  pure  as  whitest  snow. 


b  ’Tis  good  nature  only  wins  the  heart. 

It  moulds  the  body  to  an  easy  grace, 

And  brightens  every  feature  of  the  face. 

It  smoothes  th’  unpolished  tongue  with  eloquence, 
And  adds  persuasion  to  the  finest  sense. 

Edward  Stillingfleet 
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39 

But  one  thing  at  a  time — work  and  play  won’t  mix — don’t  try  it. 

a  Work  while  yon  work,  play  while  you  play; 

This  is  the  way  to  be  cheerful  and  gay. 

All  that  you  do,  do  with  your  might, 

Things  done  by  halves  are  never  done  right. 

Miss  A.  D.  Stoddart 

b  No  man  can  feel  himself  alone 

The  while  he  bravely  stands 
Between  the  best  friends  ever  known — 

His  two  good,  honest  hands. 

Nixon  Waterman 
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No  better  rule  was  ever  propounded.  Try  to  live  up  to  it. 

a  If  wisdom’s  ways  you  wisely  seek, 

Five  things  observe  with  care: 

Of  whom  you  speak,  to  whom  you  speak, 

And  how,  and  when ,  and  where. 

b  Love  all,  trust  a  few, 

Do  wrong  to  none :  be  able  for  thine  enemy 
Rather  in  power  than  in  use ;  and  keep  thy  friend 
Under  thy  own  life’s  key;  be  check’d  for  silence, 
But  never  tax ’d  for  speech. 


William  Shakespeare 
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Are  you  an  observer  of  nature?  If  not,  you  miss  half  the  joy  of 
living. 

a  Trees  bare  and  brown, 

Dry  leaves  everywhere, 

Dancing  up  and  down, 

Whirling  through  the  air. 

Red-cheeked  apples  roasted, 

Popcorn  almost  done, 

Toes  and  chestnuts  toasted, 

That’s  November  fun. 

b  At  last  the  toil  encumbered  days  are  over, 

And  airs  of  noon  are  mellow  as  the  morn ; 

The  blooms  are  brown  upon  the  seeding  clover, 

And  brown  the  silks  that  plume  the  ripening  corn. 

J.  P.  Irvine 
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“Humble  thyself  lest  ye  be  humbled,”  is  still  a  very  good  rule  to 
go  by. 

a  The  very  flowers  that  bend  and  meet, 

In  sweetening  others  grow  more  sweet. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

b  But  not  alone  the  fairest  flowers: 

The  merest  grass 

Along  the  roadside  where  we  pass, 

Tell  of  His  love  who  sends  the  dew, 

The  rain,  and  the  sunshine  too. 

To  nourish  one  small  seed. 

Christina  G.  Rossetti 
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Would  you  be  successful?  then  work — there  is  no  other  way. 

a  How  doth  the  little  busy  bee 

Improve  each  shining  hour, 

And  gather  honey  all  the  day 
From  every  opening  flower? 

Isaac  Watts 

b  I  hold  the  truth,  with  him  who  sings 

To  one  clear  harp  in  divers  tones, 

That  men  may  rise  on  stepping  stones 
Of  their  dead  selves  to  higher  things. 

Alfred  Tennyson 


44 

Learn  a  little  every  day  and  in  time  you  will  have  the  knowledge 
which  you  need  in  the  battle  of  life. 

a  Only  a  drop  in  the  bucket, 

But  every  drop  will  tell; 

The  bucket  soon  would  be  empty 
Without  the  drops  in  the  well. 

b  Heaven  is  not  reached  at  a  single  bound ; 

But  we  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 

And  we  mount  to  its  summit  round  by  round. 

Josiah  G.  Holland 
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Our  faces  grow  in  beauty  only  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  our 
character. 

a  Beautiful  faces  are  they  that  wear 

The  light  of  a  pleasant  spirit  there; 

It  matters  little  if  dark  or  fair. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Miller 
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b  It’s  the  songs  you  sing,  and  the  smiles  you  wear 
That’s  making  the  sun  shine  everywhere. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley 
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If  you  bring  no  enthusiasm  to  your  work,  you  cannot  hope  for 
success. 


a  When  you  play,  play  hard ;  when  you  work,  don ’t 
play  at  all.  Theodore  Roosevelt 


b  It  is  faith  in  something  and  enthusiasm  for  some¬ 
thing  that  makes  a  life  worth  looking  at. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
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The  birds,  the  flowers,  and  all  are  God’s  creatures — higher  or  lower 
as  the  case  may  be.  Let  us  find  the  good  in  each. 

a  All  things  bright'  and  beautiful, 

All  creatures  great  and  small, 

All  things  wise  and  wonderful, 

The  Lord  God  made  them  all. 

Each  little  flower  that  opens, 

Each  little  bird  that  sings, 

He  made  their  glowing  colors, 

He  made  their  tiny  wings. 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Alexander 


b  Thou  art,  0  God,  the  life  and  light 

Of  all  this  wondrous  world  we  see; 

Its  glow  by  day,  its  smile  by  night, 

Are  but  reflections  caught  from  Thee: 
Where’er  we  turn,  Thy  glories  shine, 

And  all  things  fair  and  bright  are  Thine. 

Thomas  Moore 
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If  you  cannot  put  your  heart  in  your  work,  both  will  suffer. 

a  The  boys  and  girls  who  do  their  best, 

Their  best  will  better  grow ; 

But  those  who  slight  their  daily  task, 

They  let  the  better  go. 

b  Don’t  do  right  unwillingly, 

And  stop  to  plan  and  measure; 

’Tis  working  with  the  heart  and  soul 
That  makes  our  duty  pleasure. 

Phoebe  Cary 
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Do  you  know  a  better  rule  than  this?  The  teeth  are  an  index  to 

health. 

a  All  little  boys  and  little  girls, 

Remember  this,  I  pray, 

To  brush  your  teeth  both  morn  and  eve, 

And  do  it  every  day. 

Arthur  A.  Knipe 
• 

b  There  are  two  things  in  life  that  a  sage  must  pre¬ 
serve  at  every  sacrifice, — the  coat  of  his  stomach 
and  the  enamel  of  his  teeth.  Some  evils  admit 
of  consolations :  there  are  no  comforters  for 
dyspepsia  and  the  toothache.  Bulwer  Lytton 
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Aim  high — you  cannot  aim  too  high — only  temper  your  aim  with 
common-sense  and  be  patient. 

a  It  is  better  to  fall  short  of  a  high  mark  than  to 
reach  at  a  low  one.  H.  L.  Payne 
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b  The  ripest  peach  is  highest  on  the  tree. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley 
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If  we  know  Genius,  we  know  Work,  for  they  are  one  and  the  same. 

a  If  you’ve  any  task  to  do, 

Let  me  whisper,  friend,  to  you, 

Do  it. 

b  The  heights  by  great  men  reached  and  kept 
Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight; 

But  they,  while  their  companions  slept, 

Were  toiling  upward  through  the  night. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Education  without  love  is  like  the  nut  without  the  kernel. 

a  I  am  old,  so  old  I  can  write  a  letter; 

My  birthday  lessons  are  done ; 

The  lambs  play  always,  they  know  no  better — 
They  are ‘only  one  times  one. 

Jean  Ingelow 

b  The  night  has  a  thousand  eyes, 

And  the  day  but  one; 

Yet  the  light  of  the  bright  world  dies 
With  the  dying  sun. 

The  mind  has  a  thousand  eyes, 

And  the  heart  but  one ; 

Yet  the  light  of  a  whole  life  dies 
When  love  is  done. 

Francis  W.  Bourdillon 
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Let  us  never  overlook  an  opportunity  of  doing  a  kind  act. 

a  Little  deeds  of  kindness,  little  words  of  love, 
Make  our  earth  an  Eden  like  the  heaven  above. 

Frances  S.  Osgood 

b  Kind  hearts  are  the  gardens,  kind  thoughts  are 
the  roots, 

Kind  words  are  the  blossoms,  kind  deeds  are  the 
fruits ; 

Love  is  the  sunshine  that  warms  into  life; 

Only  in  darkness  grow  hatred  and  strife. 
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Don’t  boast!  Boasting  can  bring  oply  dislike. 

a  Have  more  than  thou  showest, 

Speak  less  than  thou  knowest. 

William  Shakespeare 

b  Then  let  me  to  the  valley  go 

This  pretty  flower  to  see, 

That  I  may  also  learn  to  grow 
In  sweet  humility. 

Jane  Taylor 
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Take  courage!  think,  and  you  will  grow. 

a  Ah!  you  are  so  great  and  I  am  so  small, 

I  tremble  to  think  of  you,. world,  at  all; 

And  yet  when  I  said  my  prayers  to-day, 

A  whisper  within  me  seemed  to  say, 

You  are  more  than  the  earth,  though  you  are  such 
a  dot ; 

You  can  love  and  think,  and  the  earth  cannot! 

Matthew  Browne 
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b  The  crest  and  crowning  of  all  good, 

Life’s  final  star,  Brotherhood. 

Edwin  Markham 


56 

It  is  the  poet  as  often  as  the  naturalist  that  teaches  us  the  beauties 
of  nature. 

a  Don’t  talk  to  me  of  solemn  days 

In  autumn’s  time  of  splendor, 

Because  the  sun  shows  fewer  rays, 

And  these  grow  slant  and  slender. 

Why,  it’s  the  climax  of  the  year, — 

The  highest  time  of  living! — 

Till  naturally  its  bursting  cheer 
Just  melts  into  thanksgiving. 

Paul  Laurence  Dunbar 

b  The  inner  side  of  every  cloud  is  bright  and  shining; 

I  therefore  turn  my  clouds  about 
And  always  wear  them  inside  out 
To  show  the  lining. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley 
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Pleasures  would  indeed  he  dull  if  we  did  no  work  to  merit  them. 

a  A  birdie  with  a  yellow  bill 

Hopped  upon  the  window  sill, 

Cocked  his  shining  eye  and  said: 

“Ain’t  you  ’shamed,  you  sleepy-head?” 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

b  The  blessing  of  the  earth  is  toil. 

Henry  Van  Dyke 
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Character  is  far  more  to  be  desired  even  than  education. 

a  Little  children,  you  must  seek 

Bather  to  be  good  than  wise, 

For  the  thoughts  you  do  not  speak 
Shine  out  in  your  cheeks  and  eyes. 

Alice  Gary 

b  The  humblest  citizen  of  all  the  land,  when  clad  in 
the  armor  of  righteous  cause  is  stronger  than 
all  the  hosts  of  error.  William  Jennings  Bryan 
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Most  of  us  have  many  things  for  which  to  be  thankful  each  day  of 
our  lives. 

a  For  flowers  that  bloom  about  our  feet, 

For  tender  grass  so  fresh  and  sweet, 

For  song  of  bird  and  hum  of  bee, 

For  all  things  fair  we  hear  or  see 
Our  Father,  we  thank  thee. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

b  Hail  to  the  merry  harvest  time, 

The  gayest  of  the  year, 

The  time  of  rich  and  bounteous  crops, 
Rejoicing  and  good  cheer. 

Charles  Dickens 
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Most  people  would  profit  by  talking  less  and  thinking  mor£. 

a  Let  not  your  tongue  outrun  your  wit; 

The  wise  full  oft  in  silence  sit. 

b  ’Tis  better  to  talk  wisdom  in  one  language  than 
nonsense  in  five.  John  G.  Saxe 
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No  season  is  without  its  charms  and  blessings. 

a  Cold  December  brings  the  sleet, 

Blazing  fire  and  Christmas  treat. 

b  Announced  by  all  the  trumpets  of  the  sky, 
Arrives  the  snow,  and,  driving  o’er  the  fields 
Seems  nowhere  to  alight ;  the  whited  air 
Hides  hills  and  woods,  the  river  and  the  Heaven. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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Obedience  is  manly.  Disobedience  is  childish — the  baby  knows  no 
rules.  Everybody  must  obey  some  one. 


a  There  is  a  child — a  boy  or  girl — 

I’m  sorry  it  is  true — 

Who  doesn’t  mind  when  spoken  to: 
Is  it? — It  isn’t  you! 

0  no,  it  can’t  be  you! 

Mrs.  Goodwin 


b  He  who  has  learned  to  obey,  will  know  how  to 
command.  Solon 


a 
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One  way  to  be  happy  is  by  making  others  happy. 

“Do  not  whisper”  is  a  rule 
You  will  find  in  every  school, 
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And  the  reason  here  is  given 
In  a  rhyme. 

For  children  all  will  chatter 
About  any  little  matter 
And  there ’d  be  a  dreadful  clatter 
All  the  time. 

Arthur  A.  Knipe 

b  Fer  the  world  is  full  of  roses  and  the  roses  full 
of  dew, 

And  the  dew  is  full  of  heavenly  love  that  drips 
fer  me  and  you. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley 
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Children  should  be  taught  the  habit  of  neatness.  Do  not  permit 
them  to  drift  into  the  fault  of  untidiness. 

a  Have  a  place  for  everything  and  everything  in  its 
place. 

b  Let  thy  mind’s  sweetness  have  its  operation 
Upon  thy  body,  clothes,  and  habitation. 
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Can  you  see  the  beauty,  the  fullness  of  the  poet’s  own  home  life? 
Children  can  do  many  things  to  uplift  their  own  home  life. 

a  Come  to  me,  0  ye  children, 

And  whisper  in  my  ear 
What  the  birds  and  the  winds  are  singing 
In  your  sunny  atmosphere. 

Ye  are  better  than  all  the  ballads 
That  ever  were  sung  or  said, 
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For  ye  are  the  living  poems 
And  all  the  rest  are  dead. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 


b  If  eyes  were  made  for  seeing, 

Then  beauty  is  its  own  excuse  for  being. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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This,  the  crowning  verse  from  “The  Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mariner,” 
bears  a  moral  of  love  for  the  humblest  creatures 
which  is  unsurpassed  by  any  poem  in 
the  English  language. 

a  He  prayeth  well,  who  loveth  well 

Both  man  and  bird  and  beast. 

He  prayeth  best,  who  loveth  best 
All  things  both  great  and  small; 

For  the  dear  God  who  loveth  us, 

He  made  and  loveth  all. 

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge 

b  There  is  beauty  in  the  sunlight, 

And  the  soft  blue  heaven  above; 

Oh,  the  world  is  full  of  beauty 
When  the  heart  is  full  of  love. 

W.  S.  Smith 
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Each  one  of  us  is,  or  should  be  united  to  those  about  him  by  a 
bond  of  love  or  sympathy. 

a  Be  kind  and  be  gentle 

To  those  who  are  old, 

For  dearer  is  kindness 
And  better  than  gold. 
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b  Nobility  lies  in  the  mind,  not  in  the  blood. 

German  maxim 
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Little  things,  well  and  cheerfully  done,  lead  to  greater 
accomplishments. 

a  I  am  a  little  Music  Box, 

Wound  up  and  made  to  go, 

And  play  my  little  living  tune 
The  best  way  that  I  know. 

If  I  am  naughty,  cross,  or  rude, 

The  music  will  go  wrong,. 

My  little  works  be  tangled  up,  • 

And  spoil  the  pretty  song. 

Abbie  Farwell  Brown 

b  Whatever  you  think,  whate’er  you  do, 

Whate’er  you  purpose  or  pursue, 

It  may  be  small,  but  must  be  true. 
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Be  thorough;  never  leave  anything  unfinished. 

a  If  a  task  is  once  begun, 

Never  leave  it  till  it’s  done; 

Be  the  labor  great  or  small, 

Do  it  well  or  not  at  all. 

b  Men  give  me  credit  for  genius ;  but  all  the  genius 
I  have  lies  in  this:  when  I  have  a  subject  on 
hand  I  study  it  profoundly.  The  effect  I  make, 
they  call  the  fruit  of  genius;  it  is,  however,  the 
fruit  of  labor  and  thought. 

Alexander  Hamilton 
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Try  to  be  cheerful  and  kind,  bringing  pleasure  into  the  lives  of  those 
at  home  and  at  school. 

a  I  woke  before  the  morning,  I  was  happy  all  the 
day, 

I  never  said  an  ugly  word,  but  smiled  and  stuck 
to  play, 

And  now  at  last  the  sun  is  going  down  behind  the 
wood, 

And  I  am  very  happy,  for  I  know  that  I’ve  been 
good. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


b  How  easy  it  is  for  one  benevolent  being  to  diffuse 
pleasure  all  around  him;  and  how  truly  is  a 
kind  heart  a  fountain  of  gladness. 

Washington  Irving 
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It  is  a  good  rule  for  life,  to  pursue  to  completion  whatever  we 
attempt.  All  big  things  are  done  little  by  little. 

a  Little  by  little  all  tasks  are  done, 

So  are  the  crowns  of  the  faithful  won. 

Luella  Clark 


b 


a 


In  every  rank,  great  or  small, 
’Tis  industry  supports  us  all. 

Thomas  Gray 
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Have  the  courage  of  your  convictions. 

If  right  made  might 
In  every  fight, 

The  world  would  be  better  for  it. 

Charles  Mackay 
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b  They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  be 

In  the  right  with  two  or  three. 

James  Russell  Lowell 
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Other  people  have  feelings  like  our  own  that  can  be  pained.  Avoid 
giving  another  unnecessary  pain. 

a  How  many  deeds  of  kindness 

A  little  child  can  do, 

Although  it  has  but  little  strength, 

And  little  wisdom,  too! 

It  wants  a  loving  spirit, 

Much  more  than  strength,  to  prove 
How  many  things  a  child  may  do 
For  others  by  its  love. 

b  The  wealth  of  a  man  is  the  number  of  things  he 
loves  and  blesses,  which  he  is  loved  and  blessed 
by.  Thomas  Carlyle 
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Education  more  than  wealth  is  needed  to  appreciate  the  many 
wonderful  things  this  world  has  to  offer. 

a  There  are  as  many  pleasant  things, 

As  many  pleasant  tones, 

For  those  who  sit  by  cottage  hearths 
As  those  who  sit  on  thrones. 

Phoebe  Cary 

b  There’s  music  in  the  sighing  of  a  reed; 

There’s  music  in  the  gushing  of  a  rill; 

There ’s  music  in  all  things,  if  men  had  ears : 

This  earth  is  but  an  echo  of  the  spheres. 

Lord  Byron 
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Adversity  is  the  true  test  of  character. 

a  Whatever  way  the  wind  doth  blow, 
Some  heart  is  glad  to  have  it  so, 

So  blow  it  east,  or  blow  it  west, 

The  wind  that  blows — that  wind  is  best. 

b  It’s  easy  enough  to  be  pleasant, 

When  life  flows  along  like  a  song; 
But'  the  man  worth  while 
Is  the  one  who  can  smile 
When  everything  goes  dead  wrong. 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox 
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These  two  verses  voice  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  in  a  most  pronounced 
degree. 

a  Here  is  a  lesson  that  he  who  runs  may  read : 

•  Though  I  fear  but  few  have  won  it, — 

The  best  reward  of  a  kindly  deed 
Is  the  knowledge  of  having  done  it! 

Edgar  Fawcett 


b  Howe’er  it  be,  it  seems  to  me, 

’Tis  only  noble  to  be  good. 

Kind  hearts  are  more  than  coronet's, 
And  simple  faith  than  Norman  blood. 

Alfred  Tennyson 
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“Little  Drops  of  Water”  is  a  little  poem  that  the  world  cannot 
outgrow.  It  was  not  born  to  die. 

a  Little  drops  of  water, 

Little  grains  of  sand, 


DECEMBER 


35 


Make  the  mighty  ocean 
And  the  pleasant  land. 

Thus  the  little  minutes, 
Humble  though  they  be, 
Make  the  mighty  ages 
Of  eternity. 

Ebenezer  C.  Brewer 


b  0  germ !  0  fount !  0  word  of  love ! 

0  thought  at  random  cast! 

Ye  were  but  little  at  the  first, 

But  mighty  at  the  last. 

Charles  Mackay 
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Help  the  child  to  realize  the  full  meaning  of  Christmas.  Tell  him 
why  giving  is  a  spirit  of  the  season. 

a  Sing  we  all  merrily, 

Christmas  is  here. 

The  day  that  we  love  best 
Of  days  in  the  year. 

Bring  forth  the  holly, 

The  box  and  the  bay, 

Deck  out  our  cottage, 

For  glad  Christmas  Day. 

Old  Song 

b  ’Tis  the  time  of  the  year  for  the  open  hand, 

And  the  tender  heart  and  true, 

When  a  rift  of  heaven  has  cleft  the  skies 
And  the  saints  are  looking  through. 

Margaret  E.  Sangster 
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The  boy  should  be  his  father’s  companion;  the  girl,  her  mother’s 
helper.  Love  of  home  and  country  are  natural 
attributes  of  well-born  children. 

a  The  boys  that  are  wanted  are  loving  boys, 

Fond  of  home  and  father  and  mother, 

Counting  the  old-fashioned  household  joys 
Dearer  and  sweeter  than  any  other. 

The  girls  that  are  wanted  are  home  girls, 

Girls  that  are  mother’s  right  hand, 

That  fathers  and  brothers  can  trust  too, 

And  the  little  ones  understand. 

b  Such  is  the  patriot’s  boast,  where’er  we  roam, 

His  first,  best  country  ever  is  at  home. 

Oliver  Goldsmith 
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Clothes  are  but  a  covering  for  the  body.  It’s  our  character  that 
makes  us  what  we  are. 

a  Ring  out  the  old,  ring  in  the  new, 

Ring,  happy  bells,  across  the  snow: 

The  year  is  going,  let  him  go; 

Ring  out  the  false,  ring  in  the  true. 

Alfred  Tennyson 

b  Conscience  distasteful  truths  may  tell, 

But  mark  her  sacred  lessons  well ; 

With  her,  whoever  lives  at  strife, 

Loses  his  better  friend  for  life. 
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He  who  marvels  at  the  beauty  of  the  world  in  summer  will  find 
equal  cause  for  wonder  and  admiration  in  winter. 

a  Open  the  door,  though  the  wild  winds  blow, 

Take  the  child  in  and  make  him  cozy. 

Take  him  in  and  hold  him  dear, 

He  is  the  wonderful  glad  New  Year. 

Dinah  M.  Mulock 

b  He  comes,  he  comes,  the  Frost  Spirit  comes !  Let 
us  meet  him  as  we  may, 

And  turn  with  the  light  of  the  parlor  fire  his  evil 
power  away; 

And  gather  closer  the  circle  round,  when  that  fire¬ 
light  dances  high, 

And  laugh  at  the  shriek  of  the  baffled  friend  as 
his  sounding  wing  goes  by. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier 
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The  snowflakes  teach  a  good  lesson.  Make  it  a  part  of  your  New 

.  Year’s  resolution. 

a  1  ‘Help  one  another,”  the  snowflakes  said, 

As  they  cuddled  down  in  their  fleecy  bed, 

“One  of  us  here  would  not  be  felt, 

One  of  us  here  would  quickly  melt; 

But  I  ’ll  help  you  and  you  help  me, 

And  then  what  a  splendid  drift  there’ll  be.” 

b  Good  resolutions  seldom  fail  of  producing  some 
good  effects  in  the  mind  from  which  they 
spring.  Charles  Dickens 
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We  never  stand  still;  if  we  are  not  moving  up,  we  are  sliding 
down. 

a  Dare  to  do  right !  dare  to  be  true ! 

You  have  a  work  no  other  can  do; 

Do  it  so  bravely,  so  kindly,  so  well, 

Angels  will  hasten  the  story  to  tell. 

•  S.  J.  Wilson 

b  I  find  the  great'  thing  in  this  world  is  not  so  much 
where  we  stand  as  in  what  direction  we  are 
moving.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
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Remember  that  speech  is  silver,  but  silence  is  golden. 

a  Two  ears  and  only  one  mouth  have  you; 

The  reason,  I  think,  is  clear: 

It  teaches,  my  child,  that  it  will  not  do 
To  talk  about  all  you  hear. 

b  Strongest  minds 

Are  often  those  of  whom  the  noisy  world 
Hears  least.  William  Wordsworth 
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We  can  all  be  heroes  of  truth,  and  justice,  and  helpfulness. 

a  A  child  should  always  say  what’s  true 

And  speak  when  he  is  spoken  to, 

And  behave  mannerly  at  table : 

At  least  so  far  as  he  is  able. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

b  So  are  great  deeds  as  natural  to  great  men 
As  mean  things  are  to  small  ones. 

George  MacDonald 
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Happiness  must  be  earned — it  cannot  be  bought. 

a  How  can  a  child  be  merry 

In  snowy,  blowy  January? 

By  each  day  doing  what  is  best, 

By  thinking,  working  for  the  rest; 

So  can  a  child  be  merry 
In  snowy,  blowy  January. 

b  Keep  a  smile  on  your  lips:  it  is  better 

To  joyfully,  hopefully  try 
For  the  end  you  would  gain  than  to  fetter 
Your  life  with  a  moan  and  a  sigh. 

Nixon  Waterman 
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Do  not  seek  merely  your  own  good.  Help  others,  and  others  will 
help  you. 

a  To  do  to  others  as  I  would 

That  they  should  do  to  me 
Will  make  me  honest,  kind  and  good, 

As  children  ought  to  be. 


b  Be  noble!  and  the  nobleness  that  lies 

In  other  men,  sleeping  but  never  dead, 
Will  rise  in  majesty  to  meet  thine  own. 

James  Russell  Lowell 
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We  cannot  always  tell  what  we  can  do  until  we  try. 

a  Leave  our  schoolroom, 

Bad  “I  Can V’; 

Leave  it  now  forever ! 

We  will  try,  and  try  again, 

And  listen  to  you  never. 
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b  Experience  shows  that  success  is  due  less  to  ability 
than  to  zeal.  The  winner  is  he  who  gives  him¬ 
self  to  his  work,  body  and  soul.  Buxton 
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Some  things  die,  but  this  little  verse  will  live  on  forever.  It  teaches 
a  big  lesson. 


a  Let  dogs  delight  to  bark  and  bite, 

For  God  hath  made  them  so; 

Let  bears  and  lions  growl  and  fight, 
For  ’tis  their  nature  to. 


But,  children,  you  should  never  let 
Such  angry  passions  rise; 

Your  little  hands  were  never  made 
To  tear  each  other’s  eyes. 

Isaac  Watts 


b  Cherish  what  is  good  and  drive 

Evil  thoughts  and  feelings  far; 

For,  as  sure  as  you’re  alive, 

You  will  show  for  what  you  are. 

Alice  Cary 
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Too  many  people  do  shoddy  work.  Be  not  one  of  them. 

a  Whatever  work  comes  to  your  hand, 

At  home  or  at  your  school, 

Do  your  best  with  right  good  will ; 

It  is  a  golden  rule. 


For  he  who  always  does  his  best, 

His  best  will  better  grow; 

But  he  who  shirks  or  slights  his  task, 
He  lets  the  better  go. 
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b  Whatever  I  have  tried  to  do  in  my  life,  I  have 
tried  with  all  my  heart  to  do  well. 

Charles  Dickens 
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Meet  each  day  as  it  arises  with  a  smile  and  a  resolve  to  do  your 

best. 

a  God  make  my  life  a  little  light, 

Within  the  world  to  glow: 

A  little  flame  that  burneth  bright 
Wherever  I  may  go. 

So  here  hath'  been  dawning 
Another  bine  day. 

Think !  wilt  thou  let  it 
Slip  useless  away? 

Thomas  Carlyle 
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Crying  has  never  helped  anyone. 

0  fie! 

Do  not  cry, 

If  you  hit  your  toe; 

Say  “Oh!” 

And  let  it  go. 

Be  a  man 
If  you  can, 

And  do  not  cry. 

b  A  cheerful  temper,  joined  with  innocence,  will 
make  beauty  attractive,  knowledge  delightful, 
and  wit  good-natured.  Joseph  Addison 


b 
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03 

Work  is  a  habit;  so  is  laziness.  Which  will  you  choose? 

a  By-and-by  is  a  very  bad  boy, 

Shun  him  at  once  and  forever; 

For  they  who  travel  with  By-and-by 
Soon  come  to  the  house  of  Never. 

b  Laziness  travels  so  slowly  that  poverty  soon  over¬ 
takes  him.  Benjamin  Franklin 
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Do  some  little  good  every  day. 

a  How  far  that  little  candle  throws  his  beams! 
So  shines  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world. 

William  Shakespeare 

b  They  are  never  alone  that  are  accompanied  with 
noble  thoughts.  Sir  Philip  Sidney 
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Perseverance  is  the  keynote  to  success. 

a  Just  a  little  every  day; 

That’s  the  way 

Children  learn  to  read  and  write, 
Bit  by  bit  and  mite  by  mite, 

Never  any  one,  I  say, 

Leaps  to  knowledge  and  its  power. 
Slowly,  slowly — hour  by  hour — 
That’s  the  way; 

Just  a  little  every  day. 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox 


b 


We  want  no  kings  but  kings  of  toil — 
No  crowns  but  crowns  of  deeds ; 
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Not  royal  birth  but  sterling  worth 
Must  mark  the  man  who  leads. 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox 
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Forget  your  troubles  of  yesterday,  and  resolve  to  start  anew  to-day. 

a  Every  day  is  a  fresh  beginning, 

Every  morn  is  the  world  made  new. 

Susan  Coolidge 

b  Life  is  too  short  to  waste  in  critic  peep  or  cynic  bark, 
Quaryel  or  reprimand;  ’twill  soon  be  dark; 

Up !  mind  thine  own  aim,  and  God  speed  the  mark. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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Bad  habits  are  formed  more  easily  than  good  habits. 

a  How  shall  I  a  habit  break? 

As  you  did  that  habit  make. 

As  we  builded  stone  by  stone, 

We  must  toil  unhelped,  alone, 

’Till  the  wall  is  overthrown. 

0  ’Reilly 

b  We  sleep,  but  the  loom  of  life  never  stops ;  and  the 
pattern  which  was  weaving  when  the  sun  went 
down  is  weaving  when  it  comes  up  to-morrow. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher 
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Patience  is  a  form  of  self-control  that  should  .be  practiced  daily. 


a  Teach  me,  Father,  how  to  be, 

Kind  and  patient  as  a  tree. 

Edwin  Markham 
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b  One  day  at  a  time.  It’s  a  wholesome  rhyme; 
A  good  one  to  live  by,  a  day  at  a  time. 

Helen  Hunt  Jackson 
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The  character  of  our  work  is  decided  by  what  we  are,  rather  than 
what  we  say. 


a  Happy  hearts  and  happy  faces, 

Happy  play  in  grassy  places — 

That  was  how,  in  ancient  ages, 
Children  grew  to  kings  and  sages. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


b  Trifles  make  perfection’ 

But  perfection  is  no  trifle. 

Michael  Angelo 
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Be  generous  in  your  thoughts  of  others. 

a  If  you  want  an  honored  name, 

If  you  want  a  spotless  fame, 

Let  your  words  be  kind  and  pure, 

And  your  temple  shall  endure. 

b  Thanks,  thanks  to  thee,  my  worthy  friend, 
For  the  lesson  thou  hast  taught! 

Thus  at  the  flaming  forge  of  life, 

Our  fortunes  must  be  wrought; 

Thus,  on  its  sounding  anvil,  shaped 
Each  burning  deed  and  thought! 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Everything  in  this  world  has  its  uses.  What  good  does  frost  and 
snow  do? 

a  Will  the  winter  never  be  over? 

Will  the  dark  days  never  go? 

Must  the  buttercup  and  the  clover 
Be  always  hid  under  the  snow? 

Ah !  lend  me  your  little  ear,  love ! 

Hark !  Tis  a  wonderful  thing ! 

The  weariest  month  of  the  year,  love, 

Is  shortest  and  nearest  the  spring. 

b  Like  swallows  over  the  water, 

The  skaters  merrily  go. 

There ’s  health  in  the  blustering  breezes, 

And  joy  in  the  beautiful  snow. 

Emily  Huntington  Miller 
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Watch  your  words,  they  are  an  index  to  your  character! 

a  A  little  word  in  kindness  spoken, 

A  motion,  or  a  tear, 

Has  often  healed  the  heart  that ’s  broken, 

And  made  a  friend  sincere. 

M.  D.  C.  Colesworthy 

b  Keep  a  watch  on  your  words,  my  darling, 

For  words  are  wonderful  things; 

They  are  sweet  like  the  bees’  fresh  honey — 

Like  the  bees  they  have  terrible  stings ; 
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They  can  bless  like  the  warm,  glad  sunshine, 
And  brighten  a  lonely  life, 

They  can  cut,  in  the  strife  of  anger, 

Like  an  open,  two-edged  knife. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Miller 
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The  schoolroom  is  a  good,  place  for  teaching  manners. 

a  Politeness  is  to  do  and  say 

The  kindest  things  in  the  kindest  way. 

b  He  who  has  conferred  a  kindness  should  be  silent ; 
he  who  has  received  one  should  speak  of  it. 

Seneca 
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The  world  admires  skill,  industry  and  pluck.  Therefore,  shrink  from 
no  labor  for  this  end. 


a  And  isn’t  it,  my  boy  or  girl, 

The  wisest,  bravest  plan, 
Whatever  comes,  or  doesn ’t  come, 
To  do  the  best  you  can? 


b  It  is  hard  to  fail,  but  it  is  worse  never  to  have 
tried  to  succeed.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
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There  are  many  who  have  been  heroes  in  the  most  common  lives. 
Tell  of  some  you  know. 

a  Here’s  to  the  boy  who  has  courage  to  say 

‘  ‘  No !  ”  when  he ’s  tempted,  and  turn  straight  away 
From  temptation  and  tempter,  and  do  what  is 
right — 

Such  boys  are  heroes  who’ll  win  in  the  fight. 

Hezekiah  Butterworth 
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b  Heroism  is  simple,  and  yet'  it  is  rare.  Every  one 
who  does  the  best  he  can  is  a  hero. 

Josh  Billings 


a 


b 
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Be  natural;  don’t  put  on  "airs.” 

True  worth  is  in  being,  not  seeming, 

In  doing  each  day  that  goes  by, 

Some  little  good, — not  in  dreaming 
Of  great  things  to  do  by  and  by. 

Alice  Cary 

To  me  more  dear  congenial  to  my  heart, 

One  native  charm  than  all  the  gloss  of  art. 

Oliver  Goldsmith 
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Tell  stories  of  animals. 

a  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that  they  should  do 
unto  you. 

b  I  will  try  to  be  kind  to  all  harmless,  living  crea¬ 
tures,  and  to  protect  them  from  cruel  usage. 

Pledge  of  Band  of  Mercy 

108 

One  of  the  child’s  first  duties  is  to  obtain  an  education. 

a  “Do  your  duty ! ’ ’  say  the  stars, 

That  so  bright, 

•  Through  the  midnight’s  dusky  bars 
Drop  their  light. 

‘  ‘  Do  your  duty  ! 9  9  says  the  sun, 

High  in  heaven ; 
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To  dutiful,  when  tasks  are  done, 

Crowns  are  given. 

Luella  Clark 

b  Though  your  duty  may  be  hard, 

Look  not  on  it  as  an  ill ; 

If  it  be  an  honest  task 
Do  it  with  an  honest  will. 

Richard  B.  Sheridan 
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One  whose  word  cannot  be  trusted,  cannot  really  mean  to  be 
truthful  or  kind. 

a  There’s  nothing  so  kingly  as  kindness, 

And  nothing  so  royal  as  truth. 

Alice  Cary 

b  Whene’er  a  noble  deed  is  wrought 

Whene  ’er  is  spoken  a  noble  thought, 

Our  hearts,  in  glad  surprise, 

To  higher  levels  rise. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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The  person  who  accomplishes  things  has  no  time  to  talk  about  them. 

a  A  man  of  words  and  not  of  deeds 

Is  like  a  garden  full  of  weeds. 

b  Know  how  to  listen,  and  you  will  profit  even  from 
those  who  talk  badly.  Plutarch 
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For  Lincoln’s  birthday. 

a  Who  can  be  what  he  was  to  the  people, 

What  he  was  to  the  State? 
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Shall  the  ages  bring  us  another 
As  good  and  as  great? 

Phoebe  Cary 

b  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  vindication  of  poverty. 
He  gave  glory  to  the  lowly.  In  the  light  of  his 
life  the  cabin  became  conspicuous ;  the  common¬ 
est  toil  no  longer  common,  and  the  poor  man’s 
hardship  a  road  to  honor. 

Luther  Laflin  Mills 
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Tell  the  story  of  St.  Valentine. 

a  Every  joy  that  heart  can  hold 

Be  thine  this  day  a  thousandfold. 

b  Even  a  child  is  known  by  his  doings,  whether  his 
work  be  pure,  and  whether  it  be  right. 

Solomon 
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Is  the  clever  man  always  the  one  best  loved? 

a  Be  good,  dear  child,  and  let  who  will  be  clever; 
Do  noble  deeds,  not  dream  them  all  day  long; 
And  so  make  life,  death,  and  that  vast  forever 
One  grand,  sweet  song. 

Charles  Kingsley 

b  Those  who  toil  nobly  are  strongest, 

The  humble  and  poor  become  great; 

And  from  the  brown-handed  children 
Shall  grow  mighty  rulers  of  state. 
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If  you  mean  well,  do  well. 

a  ’Tis  not  the  house,  and  not  the  dress, 

That  makes  the  saint  or  sinner. 
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To  see  the  spider  sit  and  spin, 

Shut  with  her  walls  of  silver  in, 

You  would  never,  never,  never  guess 
The  way  she  gets  her  dinner. 

Alice  Cary 

b  Always  be  true  to  the  best  you  know. 
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For  Washington’s  birthday. 

’Tis  splendid  to  live  so  grandly, 

That,  long  after  you  are  gone, 

The  things  you  did  are  remembered, 

And  recounted  under  the  sun ; 

To  live  so  bravely  and  purely 
That  a  nation  stops  on  its  way, 

And  once  a  year,  with  banner  and  drum, 
Keeps  the  thought  of  your  natal  day. 

Margaret  E.  Sangster 

b  Labor  to  keep  alive  in  your  breast  that  little  spark 
of  celestial  fire,  called  conscience. 

George  Washington 
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Children  need  to  learn  the  definite  language  courtesy  employs. 

a  At  ten  and  forty  ’tis  the  same, — 

The  manner  tells  the  tale, 

And  I  discern  the  gentleman 
By  signs  that  never  fail. 

b  Your  manners  are  always  under  examination,  and 
by  committees  little  suspected, — a  police  in  citi¬ 
zen  ’s  clothes, — but  are  awarding  or  denying  you 
very  high  prizes  when  you  least  think  of  it. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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Be  progressive. 

a  Of  all  the  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen, 

The  saddest  are  these,  “It  might  have  been.,, 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier 

b  New  occasions  teach  new  duties ;  time  makes 
ancient  good  uncouth; 

They  must  upward  still  and  onward,  who  would 
keep  abreast  of  truth.  James  Bussell  Lowell 
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There  is  nothing  so  precious  as  time,  and  nothing  that  is  more 
frequently  wasted. 

a  Lost,  yesterday,  somewhere  between  sunrise  and 
sunset,  two  golden  hours,  each  set  with  sixty 
diamond  minutes.  No  reward  offered,  for  they 
are  gone  forever.  Horace  Mann 

b  Each  time  in  life  comes  but  once.  Make  the  most 
of  it. 
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Kindness  to  animals  may  be  taught  through  stories  of  animals. 

a  I  would  not  hurt  a  living  thing, 

However  weak  or  small; 

The  beasts  that  graze,  the  birds  that  sing, 

Our  Father  made  them  all. 

b  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends 

(Though  graced  with  polished  manners  and  fine 
sense, 

Yet  wanting  sensibility)  the  man 
Who  needlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm. 

William  Cowper 
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It  requires  many  things  to  round  out  one  life. 

a  Little  builders,  build  away! 

Little  builders,  build  to-day! 

Build  a  temple  pure  and  bright, 
Build  it  up  in  deeds  of  light. 

b  Nothing  useless  is,  or  low; 

Each  thing  in  its  place  is  best; 

And  what  seems  but  idle  show 

Strengthens  and  supports  the  rest. 

For  the  structure  that  we  raise, 

Time  is  with  materials  filled; 

Our  to-days  and  yesterdays 
Are  the  blocks  with  which  we  build 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Nature  is  awakening.  Many  beautiful  lessons  of  purpose,  protection, 
and  order,  lessons  of  beauty  and  unity  are  daily  unfolded 
and  our  faith  in  the  Creator  is  strengthened. 

a  The  cock  is  crowing, 

The  stream  is  flowing, 

-  The  small  birds  twitter, 

-  The  lake  doth  glitter, 

The  green  field  sleeps  in  the  sun. 

There’s  joy  on  the  mountains, 

There’s  life  in  the  fountains, 

Small  clouds  are  sailing, 

Blue  skies  prevailing, 

The  rain  is  over  and  gone. 

William  Wordsworth 

b  0  March  that  blusters,  and  March  that  blows, 

What  color  under  your  footstep  glows! 

Beauty  you  summon  from  winter’s  snows, 

And  you  are  the  pathway  that  leads  to  the  rose. 

Celia  Thaxter 
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Why  is  self-control  so  necessary? 

a  Lose  other  things,  you  never  seem 

To  come  upon  their  track; 

But  lose  a  naughty  little  word, 

It’s  always  coming  back. 

Alice  W.  Rollins 
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b  He  that  is  slow  to  anger,  is  better  than  the  mighty ; 
and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit,  than  he  that  taketh 
a  city.  Bible 
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Teach  children  to  see  the  bigness  of  the  universe,  and  to  believe  in 
the  justice  of  God. 

a  How  many  stars  are  in  the  sky  ? 

More  than  yon  can  count,  or  I. 

How  many  drops  are  in  the  seas? 

How  many  leaves  are  on  the  trees? 

How  many  grains  of  sand  on  the  shore  ? 

Count  all  you  can,  and  there  are  more. 

b  Though  the  mills  of  God  grind  slowly, 

Yet  they  grind  exceeding  small; 

Though  with  patience  he  stands  waiting, 

With  exactness  grinds  he  all. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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A  person  who  is  truthful,  usually  is  also  just. 

a  If  it  is  not  right,  do  not  do  it ;  if  it  is  not  true,  do 
not  say  it. 

b  Truth,  crushed  to  earth,  shall  rise  again ; 

The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers; 

But  Error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain, 

And  dies  amid  his  worshippers. 

William  Cullen  Bryant 
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He  does  not  live  most  who  lives  longest.  Learn  to  reckon  life  by 
accomplishments. 

a  If  we  waste  to-day  we  can  never  make  it  up ;  for 
each  day  will  bring  its  duties  as  it  comes. 
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b  We  live  in  deeds,  not  years,  in  thoughts,  not 
breaths ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial. 

We  should  count  time  by  heart  throbs.  He  most 
lives 

Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best. 

P.  J.  Bailey 
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As  the  business  maxim  goes:  “Let  each  knock  be  a  boost.” 

a  Eagles  fly  alone,  but  sheep  -flock  together. 

b  Little  minds  are  tamed  and  subdued  by  misfor¬ 
tune,  but  great  minds  rise  above  it. 

W ashington  Irving 
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Let  your  motto  be:  Perseverance  in  all  things. 

a  My  son,  observe  the  postage  stamp !  Its  useful¬ 
ness  depends  upon  its  ability  to  stick  to  one 
thing  until  it  gets  there.  Josh  Billings 

b  Every  wise  observer  knows, 

Every  watchful  gazer  sees, 

Nothing  grand  or  beautiful  grows, 

Save  by  gradual,  slow  degrees; 

Ye  who  toil  with  a  purpose  high, 

And  fondly  the  proud  result  await, 

Murmur  not,  as  the  hours  go  by, 

That  the  season  is  long,  the  harvest  is  late. 
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Act  like  a  man,  but  be  careful  in  choosing  your  type  of  man. 

a  Men  are  only  boys  grown  tall, 

Hearts  don’t'  change  much  after  all. 
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b  All  true,  whole  men  succeed;  for  what  is  worth 
Success’  name,  unless  it  be  the  thought, 

The  inward  surety  to  have  carried  out 
A  noble  purpose  to  a  noble  end. 

James  Bussell  Lowell 
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It  is  love  that  makes  the  world  go  round. 

a  Do  you  ask  what  the  birds  say?  The  sparrow, 
the  dove, 

The  linnet,  and  thrush  say,  “I  love  and  I  love.” 

b  How  empty  learning,  and  how  vain  is  art, 

But  as  it  mends  the  life,  and  guides  the  heart ! 

Edward  Young 
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Don’t  criticize — help. 

a  Bad  Thought’s  a  thief!  he  acts  his  part; 

Creeps  through  the  window  of  the  heart ; 

And,  if  he  once  his  way  can  win, 

He  lets  a  hundred  robbers  in. 

b  Judge  not  that  ye  be  not  judged.  For  with  what 
judgment  ye  judge  ye  shall  be  judged. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
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Have  some  definite  purpose  in  life. 

a  Don’t  be  satisfied  to  “keep  going.”  Be  sure  you 
are  going  somewhere. 

b  Be  busy,  busy,  busy — useful,  amiable,  serviceable, 
in  an  honest  unpretending  way. 

Charles  Dickens 
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To  recognize  fault  is  the  first  step  to  its  elimination. 

a  Dare  to  be  true,  nothing  can  need  a  lie ; 

A  fault  which  needs  it  most  grows  two  thereby. 

George  Herbert 

b  Sin  has  many  tools,  but  a  lie  is  the  handle  which 
fits  them  all.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
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Speaking  unkindly  of  others,  is  learning  to  be  mean. 

a  Oh,  deem  is  not  an  idle  thing 
A  pleasant  word  to  speak; 

The  face  you  wear,  the  thoughts  you  bring, 

A  heart  may  heal  or  break. 

b  I  count  this  thing  to  be  grandly  true: 

That  a  noble  deed  is  a  step  toward  God — 
Lifting  the  soul  from  the  common  sod 
To  a  purer  air  and  a  broader  view. 

Josiah  G.  Holland 
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When  you  talk,  be  sure  you  have  something  worth  saying. 

a  The  Persians  say  of  noisy,  unreasonable  talk: 
“I  hear  the  noise  of  the  millstone,  but  I  see 
no  meal.  ” 

b  0  wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie  us, 

To  see  oursel’s  as  ithers  see  us! 

It  wad  frae  monie  a  blunder  free  us, 

An’  foolish  notion. 

Robert  Burns 
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Show  the  birds  that  you  really  are  glad  to  see  them  back  again. 

a  Sing,  pretty  birds  and  build  your  nests, 

The  fields  are  green,  the  skies  are  clear, 

Sing,  pretty  birds  and  build  your  nests, 

The  world  is  glad  to  have  you  here. 

b  0  Springtime,  sweet ! 

The. whole  earth  smiles  thy  coming  to  greet; 

Our  hearts  to  their  inmost  depths  are  stirred 
By  the  first  spring  flower  and  the  song  of  the  bird. 

Louden i 
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The  welfare  of  the  state  demands  that  every  one  shall  practice 
temperance.  This  includes  not  only  personal  habit, 
but  thought  and  action  as  well. 

a  They  stumble  that  run  fast. 

b  More  are  drowned  in  the  bowl  than  in  the  sea. 

Publius  Syrus 
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Learn  to  strike  at  the  heart  of  a  difficulty. 

a  Courage  and  skill, 

Patience  and  will, 

Are  the  four  leaves 
Of  Luck’s  clover. 

b  Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 

We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 
And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time. 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Industry,  thrift  and  economy,  more  than  anything  else,  make  for 
comfort  in  old  age. 

a  “Waste  not,  want  not,”  be  your  motto, 

Little  things  bring  weal  or  woe; 

Save  the  odds  and  ends,  my  children, 

Some  one  wants  them,  if  not  you. 

Mrs.  E.  11.  Miller 


b  Ah !  if  men  but  knew  in  what  a  small  dwelling  joy 
can  live,  and  how  little  it  costs  to  furnish  it ! 

The  “ Attic  Philosopher” 
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One  who  grumbles  when  any  service  is  asked  of  him  and  goes 
unwillingly,  cannot  make  it  a  principle  to  be  helpful. 

a  One  by  one  thy  duties  wait  thee, 

Let  thy  whole  strength  go  to  each; 

Let  no  future  dreams  elate  thee, — 

Learn  thou  first  what  these  can  teach. 


b  Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest, 

And  the  grave  is  not  its  goal ; 

Dust  thou  art,  to  dust  returnest, 

Was  not  spoken  of  the  soul. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Seek  honor  and  honesty.  Never  stoop  to  fraud  of  any  kind. 
a  Honesty  is  the  best  policy.  Benjamin  Franklin 

b  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God. 

Alexander  Pope 
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Have  the  child  realize  that  beautiful  stories  may  be  read  from 
nature  as  well  as  from  books. 

a  Good-morning,  sweet  April, 

So  winsome  and  shy, 

With  a  smile  on  your  lip 
And  a  tear  in  your  eye; 

There  are  pretty  hepaticas 
Hid  in  your  hair, 

And  bonny  blue  violets 
Clustering  there. 

b  Once  more  the  Heavenly  Power 

Makes  all  things  new, 

And  domes  the  red-plowed  hills 
With  loving  blue. 

Alfred  Tennyson 
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‘‘All’s  right  with  the  world,”  is  a  cheerful  motto  for  the  schoolroom. 

a  Rollicking  Robin  is  here  again. 

What  does  he  care  for  the  April  rain? 

Care  for  it  ?  Glad  of  it.  Doesn ’t  he  know 
That  the  April  rain  carries  off  the  snow, 

And  coaxes  out  leaves  to  shadow  his  nest, 

And  washes  his  pretty  red  Easter  vest? 

Lucy  Larcom 

The  year’s  at  the  spring, 

And  day’s  at  the  morn; 
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Morning’s  at  seven; 

The  hill-side’s  dew-pearled; 

The  lark ’s  on  the  wing ; 

The  snail ’s  on  the  thorn ; 

God’s  in  his  heaven — 

All ’s  right  with  the  world. 

Robert  Browning 
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What  are  the  duties  of  a  voter  in  a  self-governing  country? 

a  .  The  proudest  now  is  but  my  peer, 

The  highest  not  more  high ; 

To-day  of  all  the  weary  year 
A  king  of  men  am  I. 

To-day  alike  are  great  and  small, 

The  nameless  and  the  known ; 

My  palace  is  the  people’s  hall, 

The  ballot-box  my  throne ! 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier 

b  Always  vote  for  a  principle,  though  you  vote 
alone,  and  you  may  cherish  the  sweet  reflection 
that  your  vote  is  never  lost. 

John  Quincy  Adams 
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Let  each  try  to  fill  his  little  place  in  the  world  the  best  he  is  able. 

a  Be  the  labor  great  or  small, 

Do  it  well  or  not  at  all. 

b  Every  individual  has  a  place  to  fill  in  the  world 
and  is  important  in  some  respect,  whether  he 
chooses  to  be  so  or  not.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne 
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The  value  of  things. 

a  We  are  but  minutes — use  us  well, 

For  how  we  are  used  we  must  one  day  tell; 
Who  uses  minutes  has  hours  to  use — 

Who  loses  minutes  whole  years  must  lose. 

b  Loveliest  of  lovely  things  are  they 

On  earth  that  soonest  pass  away ; 

The  rose  that  lives  its  little  hour 
Is  prized  beyond  the  sculptured  flower. 

William  Cidlen  Bryant 
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Keep  your  tongue  from  speech  and  you  will  keep  yourself  from 
trouble. 

a  Guard,  my  child,  thy  tongue, 

That  it  speak  no  wrong; 

Let  no  evil  word  pass  o’er  it; 

Set  the  watch  of  truth  before  it. 


b  Boys,  flying  kites,  haul  in  their  white-winged 
birds, 

But  you  can’t  do  that  when  you  are  flying  words. 

Will  Carleton 
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Do  not  be  selfish;  help  others. 

a  Beautiful  hands  are  those  that  do 

Work  that  is  earnest,  brave  and  true, 

Moment  by  moment,  the  long  day  through. 

b  What  a  man  does  for  others,  not  what  they  do  for 
him,  gives  him  immortality.  Daniel  Webster 
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Men  and  women  are  known  by  the  characters  they  have  builded  from 
childhood  days. 

a  Childhood  shows  the  man 

As  morning  shows  the  day. 

John  Milton 


b  Ill  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay. 

Oliver  Goldsmith 
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As  opportunities  do  not  present  themselves  every  day,  they  should 
be  grasped  with  alacrity. 

a  Do  not  cry  and  weep  for  chances, 

Chances  that  have  passed  away, 

Opportunities  neglected — 

Grasp  the  chance  you  have  to-day. 

b  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which,  taken 
at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune. 

William  Shakespeare 
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We  are  what  we  will  to  be. 

a  When  you’ve  work  to  do,  boys, 

Do  it  with  a  will; 

They  who  reach  the  top,  boys, 
First  must  climb  the  hill. 


b  Not  in  the  clamor  of  the  crowded  street, 

Not  in  the  shouts  and  plaudits  of  the  throng, 
But  in  ourselves,  are  triumph  and  defeat. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Lead  children  to  appreciate  and  love  the  trees. 

a  He  who  plants  a  tree,  he  plants  love; 

Tents  of  coolness  spreading  out  above 
Wayfarers,  he  may  not  live  to  see. 

Gifts  that  grow  are  best, 

Hands  that  bless  are  blest. 

Plant !  Life  does  the  rest. 

Lucy  Larcom 

b  He  that  planteth  a  tree  is  the  servant  of  God, 
He  provideth  a  kindness  for  many  generations, 
And  faces  that  he  hath  not  seen  shall  bless  him. 

Henry  Van  Dyke 
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These  two  verses  carry  splendid  lessons  in  favor  of  trust. 

a  There’s  many  a  trouble 

Would  break  like  a  bubble, 

And  into  the  waters  of  Lethe  depart, 

Did  we  not  rehearse  it, 

And  tenderly  nurse  it, 

And  give  it  a  permanent  place  in  the  heart. 

b  I  know  not  where  His  islands  lift 

Their  fronded  palms  in  air; 

I  only  know  I  cannot  drift 
Beyond  His  love  and  care. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier 
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Arbor  Day  [The  Festival  of  the  Trees]  and  Bird  Day  [The  Festival 
of  the  Birds]  are  now  recognized  by  the  statutes  of  many 
of  the  states.  The  custom  is  a  beautiful  one 
and  is  deserving  of  attention. 

a  There  are  three  green  eggs  in  a  small  brown 
pocket, 
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And  the  breeze  will  swing  and  the  gale  will 
rock  it, 

Till  three  little  birds  on  the  thin  edge  teeter, 

And  our  God  be  glad  and  our  world  be  sweeter. 

Edwin  Markham 


b  Showers  and  sunshine  bring, 

Slowly,  the  deepening  verdure  o’er  the  earth; 

To  put'  their  foliage  out,  the  woods  are  slack, 

And  one  by  one  the  singing  birds  come  back. 

William  Cullen  Bryant- 
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Believe  in  progress.  You  possess  many  advantages  to-day  because 
those  before  you  believed  in  progress. 

a  I  Resolve 

To  keep  my  health ; 

To  do  my  work ; 

To  live; 

To  see  to  it  I  grow  and  gain  and  give. 

Charlotte  P.  Stetson 

b  My  idea  is  this :  ever  onward.  If  God  had  intended 
that  man  should  go  backward,  he  would  have 
given  him  an  eye  in  the  back  of  his  head. 

Victor  Hugo 
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Education  has  been  so  free  in  this  country  that  sometimes  it  is  not 
appreciated  for  its  worth. 

a  The  fisher  who  draws  his  net  too  soon, 

Won’t  have  any  fish  to  sell ; 

The  child  who  shuts  up  his  book  too  soon, 

Won’t  learn  any  lessons  well. 

H.  W.  Dolcken 
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b  Books  are  yours, 

Within  whose  silent  chambers  treasure  lies 
Preserved  from  age  to  age. 

William  Wordsworth 
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Great  minds  work  silently.  He  who  talks  too  much,  unless  he  be 
very  wise,  must  talk  foolishly. 

a  The  worst  wheel  of  the  cart  makes  the  most  noise. 


b  The  tongue  is  a  little  member  and  boasteth  great 
things.  Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire 
kindleth. 
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Be  actually  and  honestly  good  at  heart;  don’t  pretend  to  be  so. 

a  So  the  merry  brown  thrush  sings  away  in  the  tree, 

To  you  and  to  me,  to  you  and  to  me; 

And  he  sings  all  the  day,  little  girl,  little  boy : 

“Oh,  the  world’s  running  over  with  joy! 

But  long  it  won’t  be — 

Don’t  you  know?  don’t  you  see? 

Unless  we  are  as  good  as  can  be !  ” 

Lucy  Larcom 

b  Goodness  consists  not  in  the  outward  things  we  do, 
but  in  the  inward  things  we  are.  To  be  is  the 
great  thing.  E.  H.  Chapin 
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Conserve  your  health;  it  is  the  one  great  natural  resource  of 
humankind. 

a  Take  the  open  air, 

The  more  you  take  the  better; 

Follow  nature’s  laws 
To  the  very  letter. 
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b  Better  than  grandeur,  better  than  gold, 

Than  rank  or  title  a  hundred-fold, 

Is  a  healthy  body,  and  a  mind  at  ease, 

And  the  simple  pleasures  that  always  please. 

Alexander  Smart 
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Children  especially  are  appreciative  of  little  kindnesses.  Speak  a 
word  of  encouragement  occasionally. 

a  Kind  words  can  never  die; 

Deep  in  the  soul  they  lie, 

God  knows  how  dear. 

b  A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath;  but  grievous 
words  stir  up  anger.  Solomon 
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Do  you  live  for  the  good  that  you  can  do?  How  many  do  that? 

a  Children,  do  you  love  each  other? 

Are  you  always  kind  and  true  ? 

Do  you  always  do  to  others 
As  you’d  have  them  do  to  you? 

Are  you  gentle  to  each  other? 

Are  you  careful,  day  by  day, 

Not  to  give  offence  by  actions 
Or  by  anything  you  say? 

b  I  live  for  those  who  love  me, 

Whose  hearts  are  fond  and  true. 

For  the  heaven  that  smiles  above  me, 

And  awaits  my  spirit  too ; 

For  all  human  ties  that  bind  me, 

For  the  task  by  God  assigned  me, 

For  the  bright  hopes  left  behind  me, 

And  the  good  that  I  can  do. 

G.  L.  Banks 
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Tell  the  story  of  May  Day. 

a  Who  shall  be  queen  of  the  May  ? 

Not  the  prettiest  one,  not  the  wittiest  one ! 

Nor  she  with  the  gown  most  gay ! 

But  she  that  is  pleasantest  all  the  day  through, 
With  the  pleasant  things  to  say  and  to  do, — 
Oh,  she  shall  be  Queen  of  the  May ! 

b  Hail,  bounteous  May,  that  doth  inspire 

Mirth  and  youth,  and  warm  desire ; 

Woods  and  groves  are  of  thy  dressing, 

Hill  and  dale  doth  boast  thy  blessing, 

Thus  we  salute  thee  with  our  early  song, 
And  welcome  thee  and  wish  thee  long. 

John  Milton 
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Have  faith;  the  rain  is  not  without  its  good. 

a  The  sky,  was  it  ever  so  sunny  ? 

Were  fields  ever  green  like  to-day? 

My  heart  is  so  full  it  brims  over 
In  laughter,  this  first  of  sweet  May. 

b  Be  still,  sad  heart !  and  cease  repining ; 

Behind  the  clouds  is  the  sun  still  shining; 
Thy  fate  is  the  common  fate  of  all, 

Into  each  life  some  rain  must  fall, 

Some  days  must  be  dark  and  dreary. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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“Joy”  is  a  word  so  little  that  even  the  smallest  child  ought  to  he 
able  to  carry  it  around  with  him  every  day. 

a  Let  us  fold  away  our  fears, 

And  put  by  our  foolish  tears, 

And  through  all  the  coming  years, 

Just  be  glad. 

James  Whitcomb  Riley 

b  To-day,  whatever  may  annoy, 

The  word  for  me  is  Joy,  just  simple  Joy. 

John  Kendrick  Bangs 
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Treat  a  book  as  a  living  thing — good  books  are  more. 

/ 

a  We  should  make  the  same  use  of  books  that  the 
bee  does  of  a  flower — he  gathers  sweets  from  it, 
but  does  not  injure  it. 

b  Thought  is  the  seed  of  action. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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And  as  you  well  know  Robin  usually  gets  the  worm! 

a  Robin  rises  early, 

At  the  dawn  of  day. 

Robin  rises  early; 

And  what  does  Robin  say? 

Robin  calls,  “Good  morning! 

Wake,  and  hasten  up ! 

Dewy  diamonds  glisten 
In  each  flower  cup !  ’  ’ 

Wilhelmina  Seegmiller 
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b  Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow 

Is  onr  destined  end  or  way ; 

But  to  act  that  each  to-morrow 
Find  us  farther  than  to-day. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Avoid  the  profane  or  cigarette-smoking  boy,  and  equally  so  the  girl 
who  places  pleasure  before  duty. 

a  On  the  choice  of  friends 

Our  good  or  evil  name  depends. 

John  Gay 


b  He  who  has  a  thousand  friends, 

Has  not  a  friend  to  spare ; 
But  he  who  has  one  enemy, 

Will  meet  him  everywhere. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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Mother’s  Day  is  the  second  Sunday  in  May.  The  white  carnation  has 
been  designated  as  the  flower  to  be  worn  in  honor  of  Mother. 

a  The  mother  in  lowly  cabin, 

The  mother  in  palace  hall, 

Is  ever  the  best  and  dearest 
The  one  we  love  best  of  all. 

Margaret  E.  Sangster 


b  Hundreds  of  stars  in  the  silent  sky, 

Hundreds  of  shells  on  the  shore  together, 
Hundreds  of  birds  that  go  singing  by, 
Hundreds  of  bees  in  the  sunny  weather ; 
Hundreds  Of  dewdrops  to  greet  the  dawn. 
Hundreds  of  lambs  in  the  purple  clover. 
Hundreds  of  butterflies  on  the  lawn — 

But  only  one  mother  the  wide  world  over. 
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The  Golden  Rule  is  a  good  rule  to  live  by. 

a  As  ye  would  that  others  should  do  unto  you,  so 
do  ye  also  to  them.  Golden  Bide 

b  He  liveth  long  who  liveth  well; 

All  else  is  life  but  flung  away ; 

He  liveth  longest  who  can  tell 

Of  true  things  truly  done  each  day. 

H.  Bonar 
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Nature  is  as  good  as  it  is  beautiful;  people  are  not  always  so. 

a  Boats  sail  on  the  rivers, 

And  ships  sail  on  the  seas; 

But  clouds  that  sail  across  the  sky 
Are  prettier  far  than  these. 

Christina  G.  Rossetti 

b  Charms  strike  the  sight,  but  merit  wins  the  soul. 

Alexander  Pope 
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A  boy  or  girl  that  is  stingy  cannot  have  generous  principles. 

a  If  you’ve  anything  to  give, 

That  another’s  joy  may  live, 

Give  it. 

b  Generosity  is  the  flower  of  justice. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne 
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“Springtime  is  here!”  Doesn’t  that  bring  freshness  to  your  work? 

a  Little  white  snowdrop !  I  pray  you  arise ; 

Bright  yellow  crocus!  Come  open  your  eyes; 
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Sweet  little  violets,  hid  from  the  cold, 

Put  on  your  mantles  of  purple  and  gold ; 
Daffodils !  Daffodils !  Say,  do  you  hear  ? 

Summer  is  coming !  And  springtime  is  here ! 

Emily  Huntington  Miller 

b  The  best  and  highest  thing  a  man  can  do  in  a  day 
is  to  sow  a  seed,  whether  it  be  in  the  shape  of  a 
word,  an  act,  or  an  acorn. 


172 

Teach  self-mastery.  Don’t  blame  another  for  your  actions.  Leave 
that  for  a  weakling  to  do. 

a  He  who  ruleth  well  his  heart 

And  keeps  his  temper  down, 

Acts  a  better,  wiser  part 
Than  he  who  takes  a  town. 


b  Esteem  is  best  merited  by  avoiding  to  do  our¬ 
selves  what  we  would  blame  in  others. 

Socrates 
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Peace  Day  is  celebrated  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May.  We  should 
teach  peace  in  our  schools. 

a  Peace  has  her  victories, 

No  less  renown ’d  than  war. 

John  Milton 

b  0 !  make  Thou  us  through  centuries  long, 

In  peace  secure,  in  justice  strong; 

Around  our  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguard  of  Thy  righteous  law. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier 
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Decide  what  you  wish  to  be  and  be  it.  Singleness  of  purpose  spells 
success. 

a  He  who  follows  two  hares  is  sure  to  catch  neither. 

b  Be  sure  you  are  right,  then  go  ahead. 

David  Crockett 
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Have  a  moral  aim,  and  learn  to  steer,  instead  of  drifting  with  the 
winds  and  the  currents. 

a  Be  not  simply  good,  be  good  for  something. 

Henry  D.  T Korean 

b  Then  let  us  pray  that  come  it  may — 

As  come  it  will  for  a’  that — 

That'  sense  and  worth,  o’er  a’  the  earth, 

May  bear  the  gree,  and  a’  that; 

For  a’  that,  and  a’  that, 

It’s  cornin’  yet  for  a’  that; 

That  man  to  man,  the  warld  o  ’er, 

Shall  brothers  be  for  a’  that. 

Robert  Burns 
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There  is  nothing  so  tiresome  as  being  idle. 

a  Oh !  we  may  get  weary 

And  think  work  is  dreary : 

’Tis  harder  by  far 
To  have  nothing  to  do. 

Marian  Douglas 

b  Count  each  hour  a  gem,  keep  sentinel 

Against  each  robber  of  thy  priceless  time; 
Count  every  day  misspent  a  failure  and  a  crime. 
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Do  not  overdo  things;  know  when  to  stop. 
a  Do  not  keep  on  pounding  after  the  nail  is  in. 

b  Too  far  east  is  west. 
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These  lines  strike  a  high  note  in  favor  of  character. 

a  Speak  the  truth,  and  speak  it  ever, 

Cost  it  what  it  will ; 

He  who  hides  the  wrong  he  did, 

Does  the  wrong  thing  still. 

H.  W.  Dolcken 

b  When  wealth  is  lost,  nothing  is  lost ; 

When  health  is  lost,  something  is  lost ; 
When  character  is  lost,  all  is  lost. 
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The  man  who  accumulates  a  fortune  by  overworking  and  underpaying 
his  employees  and  then  donates  sums  to  charity,  is 
not  just  before  he  is  generous. 

a  The  heroes  are  not  all  six  feet  tall ; 

Large  souls  may  dwell  in  bodies  small. 

The  heart  that  will  melt  with  sympathy 
For  the  poor  and  the  weak,  whoe’er  it  be, 

Is  a  thing  of  beauty,  whether  it  shine 
In  a  man  of  forty  or  a  lad  of  nine. 


b  Be  just  before  you  are  generous. 
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The  second  verse  (6)  was  written  of  the  Confederate  flag,  but  voices 
a  universal  feeling. 

a  There  are  many  flags  of  many  lands, 

There  are  flags  of  every  hue ; 
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But  there  is  no  flag,  however  grand, 

Like  our  own  Red,  White  and  Blue. 

Then  hurrah  for  the  flag,  our  country’s  flag, 
With  its  stripes  and  its  bright  stars,  too ; 
For  there  is  no  flag,  however  grand, 

Like  our  own  Red,  White  and  Blue. 

b  Furl  the  banner,  softly,  slowly, 

Treat  it  gently,  it  is  holy — 

For  it  droops  above  the  dead. 

Rev.  Abram  J.  Ryan 


JUNE 


181 


June  is  a  month  of  great  moment  to  the  child.  It  brings  the  glorious 
summer  day,  graduation’s  promise,  and  happy  vacation  time. 

a  June  brings  tulips,  lilies,  roses, 

Fills  the  children’s  hands  with  posies. 


b  And  what  is  so  rare  as  a  day  in  June? 

Then,  if  ever  come  perfect  days; 

Then  Heaven  tries  earth  if  it  be  in  tune, 

And  over  it  softy  her  warm  ear  lays. 

’Tis  as  easy  now  for  the  heart  to  be  true 
As  for  the  grass  to  be  green  or  skies  to  be  blue, — 
’Tis  the  natural  way  of  living. 

James  Russell  Lowell 
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Do  as  you  would  be  done  by. 

a  Do  not  look  for  wrong  and  evil; 

You  will  find  them  if  you  do ; 

As  you  measure  for  your  neighbor, 

He  will  measure  back  to  you. 

Alice  Cary 

b  If  those  who’ve  wronged  us  own  their  faults  and 
kindly  pity  pray, 

When  shall  we  listen  and  forgive?  To-day,  my 
love,  to-day. 

But  if  stern  justice  urge  rebuke,  and  warmth  from 
memory  borrow, 
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When  shall  we  chide,  if  chide  we  must?  To¬ 
morrow,  love,  to-morrow. 
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Do  not  be  a  flatterer;  always  tell  the  truth,  be  natural  and  sincere 
in  all  that  you  do. 

a  I  wish  that  friends  were  always  true, 

And  motives  always  pure; 

I  wish  the  good  were  not  so  few 
I  wish  the  bad  were  fewer. 

John  G.  Saxe 

b  No  flattery,  boy!  an  honest  man  can’t  live  by  it. 

It  is  a  little  sneaking  art,  which  knaves 
Use  to  cajole  and  soften  fools  withal. 

If  thou  hast  flattery  in  thy  nature,  out  with  it, 

Or  send  it  to  a  court  where  it  will  thrive. 

Thomas  Otway 
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Don’t  trouble  yourself  with  something  that  might  happen. 

a  Do  not  climb  the  hill  before  you  come  to  it ;  if  you 
do  you  may  have  to  climb  it  twice. 

b  How  much  pain  those  evils  cost  us  which  never 
happened.  Thomas  J efferson 
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Health  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  things  in  the  world,  and  there  is 
nothing  that  promotes  good  health  so  much  as  sun  and  fresh  air. 

a  ‘  ‘  What  shall  I  send  to  the  earth  to-day  ?  ’  ’ 

Said  the  great,  round  golden  sun. 

‘  ‘  Let  us  go  down  to  work'  and  play !  ’  ’ 

Said  the  sunbeams,  every  one. 

Emilie  Poulsson 
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b  Open  the  door,  let  in  the  air; 

The  winds  are  sweet  and  the  flowers  are  fair. 

186 

Study  the  applications  of  the  motto:  “United  we  stand,  divided  we 

fall.” 

a  One  flag,  one  land, 

One  heart,  one  hand, 

One  nation  evermore. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

b  We  join  ourselves  to  no  party  that  does  not  carry 
the  flag  and  keep  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union. 

Rufus  Choate 
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Pure  water  is  the  only  safe  “health  drink”  there  is.  Temperance  in 
all  things  leads  to  happiness. 

a  Learn  something  beautiful,  see  something  beauti¬ 
ful,  do  something  beautiful  each  day  of  your 
life. 

Alice  Freeman  Palmer,  “ Three  Rules  of  Happiness” 

b  Traverse  the  desert,  and  ye  can  tell 

What  treasures  exist  in  the  cold  deep  well; 

Sink  in  despair  on  the  red  parch’d  earth, 

And  then  ye  may  reckon  what  water  is  worth. 

Eliza  Cook 
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Improve  your  condition  if  you  can,  but  make  the  best  of  what  you 

have. 

a  Let  us  find  our  sweetest  comfort 

In  the  blessings  of  to-day, 

With  a  patient  hand  removing 
All  the  briers  from  our  way. 
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b  To  a  contented  mind  a  garret  is  a  palace. 

Charles  Dickens 
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It’s  true  that  the  “world  owes  you  a  living,”  but  you  owe  the  world 
a  life  of  service. 

a  God  helps  them  that  help  themselves. 

Benjamin  Franklin 

b  In  this  world  a  man  must  be  either  anvil  or  hammer. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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June  14  is  Flag  Day. 

a  And  the  star-spangled  banner  in  triumph  shall 
wave 

O’er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave. 

Francis  Scott  Key 

b  To  all  the  world  I  give  my  hand; 

My  heart  I  give  my  native  land, 

I  seek  her  good,  her  glory ; 

I  honor  every  nation ’s  name, 

Respect  their  fortune  and  their  fame, 

But  love  the  land  that  bore  me. 

191 

Manners  make  the  man  a  gentleman. 

a  Good  boys  and  girls  should  never  say 

“I  will!”  and  “Give  me  these!” 

Oh,  no;  that  never  is  the  way, 

But,  “Mother,  if  you  please.” 

And  “If  you  please,”  to  sister  Ann, 

Good  boys  to  say  are  ready ; 
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And  “Yes,  sir,”  to  a  gentleman, 

And  “Yes,  ma’am,”  to  a  lady. 

b  How  sweet  the  charm  of  courtesy! 

And  gracious  words  how  sweet ! 

No  virtue  of  the  soul  can  be 
Without  this  grace  complete. 

Its  fragrant  breath  befits  the  rose; 

Such  pleasure  from  politeness  flows. 

John  S.  Vm  Cleve 
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Do  all  the  good  you  can,  and  do  it  now! 

a  Kind  words  are  little  sunbeams, 

That  sparkle  as  they  fall ; 

And  loving  smiles  are  sunbeams, 

A  light  of  joy  to  all. 

b  I  shall  pass  this  way  but  once.  Any  good  thing 
therefore  that  I  can  do,  or  any  kindness  that  I 
can  show  to  any  human  being,  let  me  do  it  now. 
Let  me  not  defer  it  or  neglect  it,  for  I  shall 
not  pass  this  way  again.  B.  Gilpin 
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We  learn  to  trust  those  who  tell  the  truth.  Always  tell  the  truth. 

a  Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave 

When  first  we  practice  to  deceive! 

Sir  Walter  Scott 

b  A  fair  skin  often  covers  a  crooked  mind. 

Oalus  Von  Dalin 
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Learn  to  value  the  flowers  and  the  birds,  and  treat  them  kindly. 

a  I  know  blue  modest  violets, 

Gleaming  with  dew  at  morn — 

I  know  the  place  you  came  from, 

And  the  way  that  you  were  born ! 

When  God  cuts  holes  in  heaven, 

The  holes  the  stars  look  through, 

He  lets  the  scraps  fall  down  to  earth, 

The  little  scraps  are  you. 

Phoebe  Cary 


b  And  when  you  thing  of  this,  remember,  too, 
’Tis  always  morning  somewhere,  and  above 
The  awakening  continents,  from  shore  to  shore, 
Somewhere  the  birds  are  singing  evermore. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 
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Experience  may  be  a  hard  teacher,  but  she  is  thorough. 

a  0,  it’s  I  that  am  the  captain  of  a  tidy  little  ship, 
Of  a  ship  that  goes  a-sailing  on  the  pond ; 

And  my  ship  it  keeps  a-turning  all  around  and  all 
about, 

But  when  I ’m  a  little  older,  I  shall  find  the  secret 
out, 

How  to  send  my  vessel  sailing  on  beyond. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


b  He  that  refuseth  instruction,  despiseth  his  own 
soul;  but  he  that  heareth  reproof,  getteth  wis¬ 
dom.  Solomon 
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We  are  only  as  good  as  we  act,  no  matter  what  our  .appearances 
may  be. 

a  Handsome  is  as  handsome  does. 

Oliver  Goldsmith 

b  No  man  who  needs  a  monument,  ever  ought  to  have 
one.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne 

197 

If  you  seek  happiness,  seek  it  in  the  way  of  virtue. 

a  .  The  sun  and  the  sky 

And  the  birds  and  I 
And  the  great,  tall  whisp’ring  trees, 

Are  all  as  happy  as  happy  can  be 
Out  in  the  summer  breeze. 

Arthur  A.  Knipe 

b  The  sweetest  bird  builds  near  the  ground, 

The  loveliest  flowers  spring  low, 

And  we  must  stoop  for  happiness 
If  we  its  worth  would  know. 

Swain 

198 

Teach  the  Flag  Salute  as  given  here  and  which  has  been  adopted  by 
the  National  Societies  G.  A.  R.  and  W.  C.  R. 

a  We  give  our  heads  and  our  hearts  to  God  and  our 
country.  One  country,  one  language,  one  flag. 

b  Thou,  too,  sail  on,  0  ship  of  state ! 

Sail  on,  0  Union,  strong  and  great! 

Humanity,  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate. 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow 


JUNE 


83 


199 

“Beware  of  little  extravagances;  a  small  leak  will  sink  a  big  ship.” 

a  For  age  and  want  save  while  you  may, 

No  morning  sun  lasts  a  whole  day. 

Benjamin  Franklin 

b  The  best  laid  schemes  o’  mice  and  men 

Gang  aft  agley, 

And  leave  us  naught  but  grief  and  pain, 

For  promised  joy. 

Robert  Burns 
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Vacation  is  the  time  for  fun. 

a  All  the  world  is  set  to  rhyme 

Now  it  is  vacation  time. 

b  When  the  heat  like  a  mist  veil  floats, 

And  poppies  flame  in  the  rye, 

And  the  silver  note  in  the  streamlet’s  throat 
Has  softened  almost  to  a  sigh, 

It  is  July. 

8.  H.  Swett 
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Character — 8,  20t  35,  58,  80,  114, 
148,  178,  196 

Cheerfulness — :5,  20,  30,  45,  56, 
86,  92,  162,  194 
Christmas — 61,  78 
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A  bad  penny — 34  a 
A  birdie  with  a  yellow  bill — 
57  a 

A  cheerful  temper — 92  b 
A  child  should  always  say — 85  a 
A  fair  skin — 193  b 
A  good  name — 29  b 
A  haze  on  the — 1  b 
A  liar  is  not  believed — 12  a 
A  little  word — 102  a 
A  man  is  known — 19  a 
A  man  of  words — 110  a 
A  penny  saved — 11  a 
A  soft  answer — 159  b 
A  stitch  in  time — 14  a 
Abraham  Lincoln — 111  b 
Ah!  if  men — 138  b 
Ah !  you  are  so  great — 55  a 
All  little  boys — 49  a 
All  the  world— 200  a 
All  things  bright — 47  a 
All  true,  whole  men — 128  b 
Always  be  true — 114  b 
Always  vote — 143  b 
An  honest  man — 140  b 
An  old  dog — 16  a 
And  isn’t  it,  my  boy — 104  a 
And  the  night — 3  b 
And  the  star-spangled — 190  a 
And  what  is  so  rare — 181  b 
And  when  you  think — 194  b 
Announced  by  all — 61  b 
As  ye  would — 168  a 
At  *  last  the  toil  encumbered — 
41  b 

At  ten  and  forty — 166  a 

Bad  Thought’s  a  thief— 130  a 
Be  busy,  busy — 131  b 
Be  good,  dear  child — 113  a 
Be  just  before — 179  b 


Be  kind  and  be  gentle — 67  a 
Be  noble — 87  b 
Be  not  simply  good — 175  a 
Be  still,  sad  heart — 162  b 
Be  sure  you  are  right — 174  b 
Be  the  labor — 144  a 
Be  you  to  others — 3  a 
Beautiful  faces  are  they — 45  a 
Beautiful  hands — 147  a 
Better  be  alone — 29  a 
Better  be  an  hour  too  early — 
22  a 

Better  than  grandeur — 158  b 
Boats  sail — 169  a 
Books  are  yours — 155  b 
Boys,  flying  kites — 146  b 
Breathes  there  a  man — 10  b 
Build  thee  more  stately — 36  b 
But  not  alone — 42  b 
By-and-by  is  a — 93  a 
By  friendly  deeds— 17  a 

Charms  strike  the  sight — 169  b 
Cheer  up!  Cheer  up — 30  a 
Cherish  what  is  good — 89  b 
Childhood  shows  the  man — 148  a 
Children,  do  you  love — 160  a 
Cold  December — 61  a 
Come  to  me — 65  a 
Conscience  distasteful  truths — 
80  6 

Count  each  hour — 176  b 
Count  that  day  lost — 24  b 
Courage  and  skill — 137  a 

Dare  to  be  true — 132  a 
Dare  to  do  right — 83  a 
Do  not  climb— 184  a 
Do  not  cry — 149  a 
Do  not  keep  on — 177  a 
Do  not  look  for  wrong — 182  a 
“Do  not  whisper” — 63  a 
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Do  thy  duty — 24  a 
Do  unto  others — 107  a 
Do  you  ask — 129  a 
Do  your  best — 34  a 
“Do  your  duty” — 108  a 
Don’t  be  satisfied — 131  a 
Don’t  do  right — 48  b 
Don’t  talk  to  me — 56  a 

Each  time  in  life — 118  6 
Eagles  fly  alone — 126  a 
Early  to  bed — 7  a 
Esteem  is  best  merited — 172  b 
Even  a  child  is  known — 112  b 
Every  day  is  a  fresh — 96  a 
Every  individual — 144  b 
Every  joy — 112  a 
Every  wise  observer — 127  b 
Everybody  likes  and  respects — 
26  b 

Experience  shows — 88  b 

Fer  the  world  is  full — 63  b 
For  age  and  want — 199  a 
For  flowers  that  bloom — 59  a 
For  mother  love — 31  a 
Freeze,  freeze — 28  b 
Furl  the  banner — 180  b 

Generosity  is — 170  b 
God  helps  them — 189  a 
God  make  my  life — 91  a 
Good  boys  and  girls — 191  a 
Good  morning,  sweet  April — 
141  a 

Good  name  in  man — 19  b 
Good  resolutions — 82  b 
Goodness  consists  not — 157  b 
Guard,  my  child — 146  a 

Hail,  bounteous  May — 161  b 
Hail  to  the  merry  harvest — 59  b 
Handsome  is — 196  a 
Happy  as  a  robin — 32  a 
Happy  hearts — 99  a 
Have  a  place — 64  a 
Have  more  than  thou  showest — 
54  a 

He  comes,  he  comes — 81  5 
He  liveth  long — 168  b 
He  prayeth  well — 66  a 
He  that  is  good — 20  6 


He  that  is  slow  to  anger — 122  5 
He  that  planteth — 151  b 
He  that  refuseth — 195  b 
He  who  follows — 174  a 
He  who  has  a  thousand — 166  b 
He  who  has  conferred — 103  6 
He  who  has  learned — 62  b 
He  who  plants — 151  a 
He  who  ruleth — 172  a 
Hearts,  like  doors — 28  a 
Heaven  is  not  reached — 44  b 
“Help  one  another” — 82  a 
Here  is  a  lesson — 76  a 
Here’s  a  lesson — 13  a 
Heroism  is  simple — 105  b 
Honesty  is — 140  a 
How  can  a  child — 86  a 
How  doth  the  little — 43  a 
How  easy  it  is — 70  b 
How  empty  learning — 129  b 
How  far  that  little  candle — 94  a 
How  many  deeds — 73  a 
How  many  stars — 123  a 
How  much  pain — 184  b 
How  much  wiser — 14  6 
How  shall  I — 97  a 
Howe’er  it  be — 76  b 

I  am  a  little  Music-Box — 68  a 
I  am  old — 52  a 
I  am  only  one — 18  b 
I  count  this  thing — 133  b 
I  find  earth  not  gray — 5  b 
I  find  the  great  thing — 83  b 
I  hold  the  truth — 43  b 
I  know  blue  modest — 194  a 
I  know  not — 152  6 
I  live  for  those — 160  b 
I  love  to  wander — 4  b 
I  resolve — 154  a 
I  shall  pass — 192  b 
I'll  help  you — 15  a 
I’ll  try  is  a  soldier — 23  a 
I  will  try  to  be  kind — 107  6 
I  wish  that  friends — 183  a 
I  woke  before  the  morning — 70  a 
I  would  not  enter — 119  b 
I  would  not  hurt — 119  a 
If  a  task  is  once  begun — 69  a 
If  eyes  were  made — 65  b 
If  it  is  not  right — 124  a 
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If  right  made  might — 72  a 
If  those  who’ve  wronged — 182  b 
If  we  waste  to-day — 125  a 
If  wisdom’s  ways — 40  a 
If  you  are  idle — 25  b 
If  you’ve  any  task  to  do — 51  a 
If  you’ve  anything — 170  a 
If  you  want  an  honored  name — 
100  a 

Ill  fares  the  land — 148  b 

In  books,  or  work — 8  a 

In  every  rank,  71  b 

In  this  world — 189  b 

It  is  better  to  fall — 50  a 

It  is  faith  in  something — 46  b 

It  is  hard  to  fail — 104  b 

It  is  very  nice  to  think — 18  a 

It’s  easy  enough — 75  b 

It’s  the  songs  you  sing — 45  b 

Judge  not  that  ye — 130  b 
June  brings  tulips — 181  a 
Just  a  little  every  day — 95  a 

Keep  a  smile  on — 86  6 
Keep  a  watch  on — 102  b 
Kind  hearts  are  the  gardens — 
53  b 

Kind  words  are — 192  a 
Kind  words  can — 159  a 
Know  how  to  listen — 110  b 

Labor  to  keep  alive — 115  b 
Laugh  and  the  world — 30  b 
Laziness  travels — 93  b 
Learn  something  beautiful — 

187  a 

Leave  our  schoolroom — 88  a 

Let  dogs  delight  to  bark — 89  a 

Let  Labor,  then,  look  up — 2  b 

Let  not  your  tongue — 60  a 

Let  thy  mind’s  sweetness — 64  b 

Let  us  find — 188  a 

Let  us  fold — 163  a 

Let  us,  then,  be  up — 7  b 

Life  is  real — 139  b 

Life  is  too  short — 96  b 

Like  swallows — 101  b 

Little  builders — 120  a 

Little  by  little — 71  a 

Little  children,  you  must — 58  a 

Little  deeds  of  kindness — 53  a 


.Little  drops  of  water — 77  a 
Little  minds  are  tamed — 126  b 
Little  white  snowdrop — 171  a 
Lives  of  great  men — 137  b 
Lose  other  things — 122  a 
Lost,  yesterday — 118  a 
Love  all,  trust  a  few — 40  b 
Loveliest  of  lovely  things — 145  6 

Men  are  only  boys — 128  a 
Men  give  me  credit — 69  b 
Money  is  a  good  servant — 11  b 
More  are  drowned — 136  b 
My  country!  ’tis  of  thee — 10  a 
My  idea  is  this — 154  b 
My  son,  observe — 127  a 

New  occasions  teach — 117  b 
No  flattery,  boy — 183  a 
No  man  can  feel — 39  b 
No  man  who  needs — 196  b 
No  question  is  ever  settled — 35  b 
Nobility  lies  in  the  mind — 67  b 
Not  enjoyment — 115  b 
Not  in  the  clamor — 150  b 
Nothing  useless  is — 120  b 

O  fie— 92  a 

O  germ!  O  fount — 77  b 

O  give  thanks — 31  b 

O,  it’s  I — 195  a 

O!  make  Thou  us — 173  b 

O  March  that  blusters — 121  b 

O  Springtime,  sweet — 135  5 

O  sun  and  skies — 21  b 

O  wad  some  power — 134  b 

Of  all  the  sad  words — 117  a 

Of  what  shall  a  man — 17  b 

Oh,  deem  it  not — 133  a 

Oh!  let  us  live — 32  b 

Oh,  many  a  shaft — 33  b 

Oh!  we  may  get  weary — 176  a 

Oh,  what  a  tangled  web — 193  a 

On  the  choice — 166  a 

Once  more — 141  b 

One  by  one — 139  a 

One  day  at  a  time — 98  b 

One  flag,  one  land — 186  a 

Only  a  drop — 44  a 

Open  the  door — 185  b 

Our  greatest  glory — 34  b 
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Peace  has  her  victories — 173  a  . 
Politeness  is  to  do — 103  a 
Poor  little  dandelion — 20  a 


Robin  rises — 165  a 
Rollickying  Robin — 142  a 

September  days — 1  a 
Showers  and  sunshine — 153  6 
Sin  has  many  tools — 132  b 
Sing  a  song  of  seasons — 21  a 
Sing,  pretty  birds — 135  a 
Sing  we  all  merrily — 78  a 
So  are  great  deeds — 85  6 
So  here  hath  been — 91  6 
So  the  merry  brown  thrush — 
157  a 

Speak  the  truth — 178  a 
Strew  gladness — 37  b 
Strongest  minds — 84  b 
Such  is  the  patriot’s  boast — 79  b 
Suppose  your  task — 6  a 

Take  the  open  air — 158  a 
Teach  me,  Father — 98  a 
Thanks,  thanks  to  thee — 100  b 
The  best  and  highest  thing — 
171  b 

The  best  laid  schemes — 199  b 
The  blessing  of  the  earth — 57  b 
The  boys  and  girls — 48  a 
The  boys  that  are  wanted — 78  a 
The  cock  is  crowing — 121  a 
The  crest  and  crowning — 55  b 
The  fisher  who — 155  a 
The  heights  by  great  men — 51  6 
The  heroes  ar  not — 179  a 
The  humblest  citizen — 58  b 
The  inner  side — 56  b 
The  Lord  is  good — 27  b 
The  night  has — 52  b 
The  Persians  say — 134  a 
The  proudest  now — 143  a 
The  ripest  peach — 50  b 
The  sky,  was  it  ever — 162  a 
The  sun  and  the  sky — 197  a 
The  sunflowers  hung — 4  a 
The  sweetest  bird — 197  b 
The  tongue  is — 156  b 
The  very  flowers— 42  a 


The  wealth  of  a  man — 73  b 
The  world  is  so  full — 5  a 
The  worst  wheel — 156  a 
The  year’s  at  the  spring — 142  b 
Then  let  me  to  the  valley — 54  b 
Then  let  us  pray — 175  b 
There  are  as  many  pleasant — 
74  a 

There  are  many — 180  a 
There  are  no  fragments — 22  b 
There  are  three — 153  a 
There  are  two  things — 49  b 
There  is  a  child — 62  a 
There  is  a  tide — 149  6 
There’s  many  a — 152  a 
There’s  music  in — 74 
There’s  nothing  so  kingly — 109  a 
They  are  never  alone — 94  6 
They  are  slaves — 72  b 
They  stumble  that  run — 136  a 
This  above  all — 12  b 
Those  who  toil  nobly — 113  b 
Thou  art,  O  God — 47  b 
Thou,  too,  sail  on — 198  b 
Though  the  mills  of  God — 123  b 
Though  your  duty — 108  b 
Time  was,  is  past — 16  b 
Tiny  threads — 105  a 
’Tis  better  to  talk — 60  b 
’Tis  good  nature — 38  b 
’Tis  not  the  house — 114  a 
’Tis  splendid  to  live — 115  a 
’Tis  the  time  of  the  year— 78  b 
To  a  contented  mind — 188  b 
To  all  the  world — 190  b 
To  be  polite— 33  a 
To-day,  whatever  may — 163  b 
To  do  to  all  men — 37  a 
To  do  to  others — 87  a 
To  look  up  and  not  down — 23  b 
To  me  more  dear — 106  b 
Too  far  east— 117  b 
Traverse  the  desert — 187  b 
Trees  bare  and  brown — 41  a 
Trifles  make  perfection — 99  6 
True  worth  is  in  being — 106  a 
Truth,  crushed  to  earth — 124  b 
’Twixt  optimist  and  pessimist — 
6  b 

Two  ears  end  onlv  one  mouth — 
84  a 


INDEX  BY  FIRST  LINES 


93 


“Waste  not,  want  not” — 138  a 
We  are  but  minutes — 145  a 
We  become  like — 8  b 
We  give  our  heads — 198  a 
We  join  ourselves — 186  b 
We  live  in  deeds — 125  b 
We  shall  do  so  much — 15  b 
We  should  make  the  same  use — 
164  a 

We  should  never  trouble — 25  a 
We  should  try  to  do — 27  a 
We  sleep,  but  the  loom — 97  b 
We  want  no  kings — 95  a 
What  a  man  does — 147  b 
What  shall  I  send — 185  a 
What  we  call  Luck — 9  b 
Whate’er  you  think — 68  b 
Whatever  I  have  tried — 90  b 
Whatever  way  the  wind — 75  a 


Whatever  work  comes — 90  a 
When  the  heart — 200  b 
When  wealth  is  lost — 178  b 
When  you  play — 46  a 
When  you’ve  work — 150  a 
Whene’er  a  noble  deed — 109  b 
Whene’er  a  task — 26  a 
WThere  there  is  a  will — 9  a 
While  you  are  growing — 36  a 
Who  can  be — 111  a 
Who  shall  be  the  queen — 161  a 
Who’s  the  darling  little  girl — 
38  a 

Will  the  winter — 101  a 
Work  for  some  good — 2  a 
Work  while  you  work — 39  a 
Write  on  your  hearts — 13  b 

Your  manners  are — 116  b 
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Evangeline — Longfellow — Grades  6-8 

The  Great  Stone  Face — Hawthorne — Grades  6-8 

The  Man  Without  a  Country — Hale — Grades  6-8 

Snow-Bound  and  Other  Poems — Whittier— Grades  6-8 

Enoch  Arden — Tennyson — Grades  6-H.  S. 

The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal  and  Other  Poems — Lowell — Grades  6-H.  S. 
The  Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mariner — Coleridge — Grades  7-H.  S. 

The  Cotter’s  Saturday  Night  and  Other  Poems— Burns — Grades  7-H.  S. 
The  Deserted  Village  (Goldsmith)  and  Elegy — Gray — Grades  7-H.  S. 

Price,  per  copy,.  5  cents,  postpaid,  unless  otherwise  mentioned 
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BEST  BOOKS  AND  HELPS  FOR  TEACHERS 

- OF  ALL  GRADES - 

Morning  Exercises  for  All  the  Year.  By  Joseph  C.  Sindelar,  author 
of  the.  “Nixie  Bunny”  books,  etc.  Contains  over  300  exercises, 
arranged  day  by  day,  there  being  an  exercise  for  each  morning 
of  the  ten  school  months,  beginning  with  the  first  day  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  ending  with  the  last  day  in  June.  252  large  pages. 
Cloth.  Price,  60  cents. 

Language  Games  for  All  Grades.  By  Alhambra  G.  Deming,  Princi¬ 
pal  Washington  School,  Winona,  Minn.  Designed  to  establish 
the  habit  of  correct  speech  and  to  increase  the  child’s  vocabulary. 
90  pages.  Cloth.  Price  (with  53  cards  for  pupils’  use),  65  cents. 

Easy  Things  to  Draw.  By  D.  R.  Augsburg.  A  teacher’s  handbook, 
with  203  simple  drawings  for  reproducing  on  the  blackboard. 
77  large  pages.  Paper.  Price,  30  cents. 

Simplex  Class  Record.  The  most  convenient,  compact  and  practical 
teacher’s  class  book  published.  Provides  space  for  432  names. 
76  pages,  ruled  in  three  colors.  Size,  4J4x7 24  inches.  Cloth. 
Price,  30  cents. 

Simplex  Seat  Plan.  A  simple  card  and  pocket  device  for  keeping  a 
correct  list  of  the  pupils  for  easy  reference.  Size,  6x9  inches. 
Cloth.  Price  (with  100  cards),  35  cents. 

District-School  Dialogues.  By  Marie  Irish.  A  collection  of  twenty- 
five  new,  humorous  dialogues  for  children  of  all  ages.  160  pages. 
Paper.  Price,  30  cents. 

The  Best  Christmas  Book.  By  Joseph  C.  Sindelar.  Dialogues,  reci¬ 
tations,  songs,  drills,  pantomimes,  tableaux,  etc.,  for  Christmas 
entertainment.  192  pages.  Paper.  Price,  30  cents. 

Best  Memory  Gems.  Selected  and  edited  by  Joseph  C.  Sindelar.  Con¬ 
tains  400  of  the  choicest  gems  culled  from  the  best  in  litera¬ 
ture,  and  indexed  by  authors,  by  first  lines,  and  by  sentiment. 
For  primary,  intermediate  and  grammar  grades.  64  pages. 
Paper.  Price,  15  cents. 

Best  Primary  Recitations.  By  Winifred  A.  Hoag.  Over  200  original 
recitations  for  first  and  second  grades.  88  pages.  Paper.  Price, 
15  cents. 

Best  Primary  Songs.  By  Amos  M.  Kellogg.  Nearly  sixty  songs  for 
primary  and  ungraded  schools.  48  large  pages.  Paper.  Price, 
15  cents. 

Merry  Melodies.  By  S.  C.  Hanson.  A  book  of  school  songs.  Over 
one-half  million  copies  already  sold.  64  large  pages.  Paper. 
Price,  15  cents. 
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